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8 
“As a Hen Gathereth” 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


ITH many calls the mother hen attends her little 
brood, 
Protects and warms and snuggles them, provides their 
daily food: 
There is the call to follow close behind her journeying 
feet, : " 
The call to cuddle under 
sweet; : 
There is the call to feed on-some new morse! she has 
* found> .. 
And oh, the hurry call to 
around! : Ji 
And when at last the shadows spread themselves upon 
re comes the call to follow home until the sight 


shail pass. 


And so the mothering Christ puts forth and leads His 
chicks the same, 

‘Protects and feeds and comfotts ‘them, and calls each 
one by name; 

And when the nightly shades of death would fright 
them all away, 

He hides them close beneath His wings 
dawn of glad new Day. 
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wings for resting warm and 


hidé when dangers lurk 
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Are Ministers Fearful of Fervency ? 


It is not evidence of a supefior intellect to be 
afraid of showing zeal- Yet there is grave danger 
today that even the Christian ministry become infected 
with this fear, due to the agnostic pose of those who 
pride themselves on inteliectuality. Dr. Harold. P. 
Morgan, Dean of the Providence Bible Institute, re- 
cently made a statement that: Christian ministers every- 
where may well. take to heart. He said: “We have 
just passed 1 shall_I say in the last. forty years, 
a period of i and tion in which all the 
fundamentals of the Christiati faith have gone into the 
melting-pot. It has seemed for a term of years that 
men’s mood toward the eternal verities revealed in the 
Word of God has been one of hesitation and uncer- 
tainty. An atmosphere fatal to enthusiasm is engen- 
dered by the destructive critics -—— they who have long, 
persistently, and loudly arrogated to themselves the 
sacred name of ‘scholarship.’ When preachers, having 
fallen under the spell of rationalistic “superficialities, 
exhibit nervousness in the presence of affectation of 
superiority; when pteachers take to balanciag evi- 
dence in the pulpit for . . . facts which vitally concern 
Divine truth and spiritual experience; when -ministers 
are fearful of fervency and enthusiasm, as if coldness 
and insensibility were more in keeping with the char- 
acter of Christianity than intense excitement, when they 
are anxious not to make themselves appear ridiculous 


* back the 


by. committing themselves: too strongly to the doctrines 
of Christian faith, is it little wonder that the people 
generally are enveloped in mists that shut out a vision 
of God? .. . We-have been passing in New England 
through a chaotic period characterized by .murky at- 
mosphere, foul with acrid smoke, and I think I am 
right in believing that these clouds of rationalistic 
superficialities are breaking. . . . I pray the Lord, and 
would have you join in the petition, that God give us 
intense fervor for souls that shall be the 
contre power to move men to Christ in multi- 
és,” 


at 
**Daddy Horton” Called Home 


True beauty is recognized more accurately in 


> Heaven than on earth. The Word says, “How beau- 
: tiful are the feet of them that .preach. the gospel of 


peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!” Dr. 
Thomas C. Horton, known lovingly to multitudes of 


: God’s children as “Daddy Horton,’ was tireless in 
; carrying the Gospel to many. and in bringing many 
; anto that life-giving work. He had reached the ripe 
- old age of eighty-four whem, on the 27th of last month, 


God called him Home. Dr. Horton was a co-founder 
of -the Bible Institute of Los Angeles; he organized 
the Fishermen’s Club, now of international reach, 
“traiking young men in the Bible that they may save 
their fellows, following the command of Jesus Christ, 
‘Follow me, and Iwill make you fishers of men.’” 
The Church of the Open Door, which for many years 
has stood uncompromisingly, like the Bible Institute 
where it meets, for the whole Word of God and the 
blood Gospet of Christ, is a result of his work, as is 
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Fanious Germans Who 


HE attack on the Protestant clergy in novel and 

magazine, in movie, theater; and newspaper has 

come in the wake of the Eighteenth Amendment, 
—the snarl of the interests that live by poisoning 
mankind. It was to be looked for and finds its natural 
re-enforcement in that hatred of Christianity and the 
Church ever latent in modern society. Whatever its 
effect on untutored and uninformed minds, it deceives 
no others. One way to counter it is to call to men’s 
notice the lives of ministers’-sons and their achieve- 
ments. 

Now it is well known what a rdle pastors’ sons 
have played in English and American life. No need 
to retell the story here! They say in Scotland that 
“the real. patent of Scottish nobility is birth in a 
manse.” That which perhaps is-not so well known 
is that the same phenomena can be observed in Ger- 
many, so that Gustav. Freytag, the novelist, could 
actually say, “Since the Reformation hardly an im- 
portant man has appeared in Germany who has not 
numbered a clergyman. among his forbears.” That will 
balance a good deal of what American novelists have 
written in denigration of the ministry. 

: The thirteenth of June, 1925, was the four hundredth 
anniversary of the day on which Martin Luther led 
Katherina von Bora home, and thus established the 
first evangelical parsonage. It was a day of rich 
blessing for the whole of evangelical Christianity. 
Luther had purposed-to live single’ since he ex 

to die, as Huss, at the stake, but God decreed other- 
wise. The first German mianse was in the Augustinian 
cloister where he had struggled as a monk. 

As a rose blossoms out ina storm, so the German 
evangelical Pfarrhaus opened out in the hurricane of 
the Peasants’ War. A hundred years later, in the 
horror of the Thirty Years’ War when two-thirds 
of the population of. Germany perished, -it was the 
Lutheran manse that held the nation together. And 
it was the Lutheran mamnse that suffered above all 
other homes at the hands of. Catholic and Imperial 
troops. In the days of the Pietist revival; which re- 
stored the religious life of Germany;it was in Pietist 
manses that students gathered and received special 
Christian training and imptlse. an Frederician davs 


also the Southern California Premillennial Associa- 
tion with its vigorous and ringing testimony to “that 
blessed hope” of the Lord’s return; and he was for 
years editor of The King’s Business. He was Chair- 
man of the Committee of the World’s Christian Funda- 
mentals Association for nation-wide distribution of 
the Gospel of John; and before this he had arranged 
an evangelistic edition of John that has been trans- 
lated into many languages, more than 4,000,000 copies 
having been printed. Dr. Horton was a real friend 
of THe Sunpay ScHoo. Times, and this staff remem- 
bers gratefully his presence and message at one of 
its Monday prayer-meetings. The Editor has a little 
blue leaflet that. was ‘printed in 1907, telling of a 
“Popular Bible Course” every Tuesday evening at 
the Immanuel Presbyterian Church of Los Angeles, 
and a Saturday noon Sunday-school teachers’ class, 
both taught by one of whom tlie leaflet says the fol- 
lowing: “His lectures are intensely interesting; full 
of vitality and life, and often abounding in startling 
statements. He brings out, with a power possessed by 
few men, the deep fundamental’ truths of God's Word. 
Coming here but a tew months ago, Mr. Horton has 
already endeared himself to the city pastors and active 
laymen. A great work of grace amongst the young 
people of the city for which he is largely responsible, 
deep searching and abiding, is well under way.” Even 
then the Fishermen’s Club, meeting weekly, had a 
membership of 100 or more -young fellows; and the 
organizing of the great Bible Institute of Los Angeles 
followed. Many on earth and in Heaven are thanking 
God for the faithful witnessing of this man who turned 
so many to righteousness.. What a challenge it is to 
all of us that God says of Buch men that they “shall 
shine ... as the stars for ever and ever” (Dan. 12: 3}. 


as 


Were Ministers’ Sons 


the pastors were so underpaid that they were obliged 
to take boarding-pupils. The consequence was that 
they became renowned as educators, and from many 
a pastor’s den came pedagogical writings of the high- 
est value. In our own day the saying of Bismarck 
that “Austria is in Radetzky’s camp and Germany in 
the Protestant manse” is well known. So highly did 
the Iron Chancellor esteem the Lutheran clergy! The 
Old Catholic, Professor Schulte, confesses that the 
German Catholic Church in its entirety carinot show 
as many distinguished men as the Protestant parson- 
age alone. In order to meet this competition of the 
ministers’ sons in the universities and the administra- 
tion of Prussia, the Roman Catholic Church has formed 
the Albertus Magnus Verein, the purpose of which is 
to aid poor Catholic students in German universities. 

And the plain people have paid the same tribute to 
ministers’ children. In a well-known proverb they 
class “pastors’ children with millers’ cows.” Millers’ 
cows are especially well fed, as they get the waste 
from the mill and thus are a sort of standard dairy cow. 

Among the poets who have come out of the Ger- 
man manse are Lessing, Wieland, Geibel, Gellert, 
Matthias Claudius, Jean Paul Richter, Lichtenberg, 
Buerger, and the brothers Schlegel, Eduard von Geb- 
hardt, who died in 1895, a great master of religious 
painting, was a pastor’s son; also the painters Fritz 
von Uhde and Rudolf Schaefer. Graefe and‘ Heim and 
Langenbeck, the very ornaments of German medicine, 
were parsons’ sofis; also the great surgeons Billroth 
and Ernst von Bergmann. Leopold von Ranke, king 
of historians, was grandson of the manse; Mommsen 
and Droysen and Karl Lamprecht, the greatest. present- 
day historian, sons. So were the great mathematician 
Euler, the philologist F. G. Welcker, the Germanists 
Jacob and. Wilhelm Grimm, the famous physicist Wil- 
helm Weber, the philosopher and psychophysicist Fech- 
ner, the great builder of German public buildings, 
Schinkel, the geographer ‘von Zimmerman, the astrono- 
mer Olbers, the African explorer Nachtigall, the 
chemist Mitscherlich, the zoologist Brehm, the-— psy- 
chologist Wilhelm Wundt, jurists like Carpzow, Puf- 
fendorf, Ejichorn, the brothers Struensee, prime. 


ministers of Denmark and Prussia respectively; tne- 
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ologians Schleiermacher, Hengstenberg, Dorner, Julius 
Miller, Karl von Hase, Bauer, Ritschl, Deissmann, 
Weizaecker, Schweitzer, and many others as, for ex- 
ample, J. A. Bengel, whose Gnomon Novi Testamenti 
has been a fount of instruction to Christians in all 
lands. 

Johan Arndt’s “Six Books of True Christianity,” 
a masterpiece of Christian teaching which supported 
German Protestants in the terror of the Thirty Years’ 
War and is still reprinted and in many tongues, was 
written by one born in the Ballenstadt manse in 1555. 
When Germany was called to go through another time 
of national downfall after Jena, it was J. G. Fichte 
who led and encouraged the nation as no man since 
Luther. Fichte was not pastor’s son, but he was, in a 
sense, son of the manse. Kammerherr von Milititz, 
coming to church at Niederau, was late and missed 
the sermon. He called up a small boy and asked him 
to tell what the sermon was about. The boy did this 
so well and showed such mental gifts that von Milititz 
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put him under the charge of the Niederau pastor, who 
was without children. Here he was educated and be- 
came the famous. J. G. Fichte. 

J. F. von Schulte has made a list of sixteen hundred 
eminent men of the first class, drawing his data from 
the great German encyclopedias of biography. Of 
these, 861, or more than half, came out of the manses 
of Germany. Up to 1900, among the men of distinc- 
tion in all professions, the evangelical pastor’s home 
produced thirty percent of the physicians, forty percent 
of the jurists, fifty-nine percent of the philologists, 
forty-four percent of those eminent in natural sciences, 
fifty-two percent of all the others. No other profes- 
sion can even compare with this record. 

The Lord rewards his servants, in pew as well as 
in pulpit, by blessing their children, which certainly 
is the reward they would most desire on this earth. 
In this way he makes good his promise to show “mercy 
unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my com- 
mandments.” : 





Do You Know What 
Calendar Reform Really Means? 


Will you please explain why the reformed calendar, 
thirteen months of twenty-eight days each, is not 
Scriptural ?—An Austrian reader. 


How many readers of THe Sunpay Scoot Times 
know just what is meant by “Calendar Reform”? 
The Times has discussed it briefly more than once, 
showing the unscriptural character of this movement, 
and has promised an article that will make the heart of 
the matter plain. This article is to be published in next 
week’s issue... Meantime certain points in connection 
with various proposals for Calendar Reform may be 
noted here. 

“The matter has been seriously discussed for almost 
ten years,—since 1923 or earlier. The League of 
Nations has taken it up. A bill was introduced in the 
United States Congress in 1928 seeking to empower 
the President to call an international conference on 
the subject, but this bill did not pass. However, unoffi- 
cially a National Committee on Calendar Reform was 
organized in the United States, and its chairman has 
been one of the best known business men in America, 
George Eastman the kodak magnate, the tragedy of 
whose recent suicide has shocked the world. 

There have been many different plans for a changed 
calendar, but one fact stands out clearly: no plan is 
favored in all the literature of the League of Nations 
or of the various calendar revision promotion organiza- 
tions that does not include the so-called “blank day” 
once a year, in order to have the calendar year con- 
sist of a fixed number of seven-day weeks. This 
requires the dropping out of one day every year and 
thus, every year, rejects the divine principle of a seven- 
day week. 

The purpose is to make a perpetual calendar, and 
the plan most in favor is that of a thirteen-month year 
of exactly twenty-eight days or four weeks. each, 
which of course makes 364 days, necessitating the blank 
day to “take up the slack.” All such plans contemplate 
starting the new calendar, whenever it may be adopted, 
with a year that begins on a Sunday. Next year, 
1933, begins on a Sunday, and for a while it looked 
probable that the new calendar might be agreed upon 
by the League of Nations and actually go ‘into effect 
next year. Through the protests of various bodies 
however, it was evident that this could not be carried 
through for the present, and the following statement 
from Domestic Commerce is interesting : 


Definite action to simplify the calendar is generally 
anticipated before 1939, the Chief of the United 
States Weather Bureau stated upon his return to 
Washington after attending, as a technical representa- 
tive of this country, the meeting of the League of 
Nations Committee on Communications and Transit, 
which considered the reform of the calendar. Though 
disturbed conditions at the present time were deemed 
to render general ‘simplification of the calendar in- 
opportune, it is anticipated that some definite action 
will be taken by 1939, which year begins on a Sunday. 


The Chief of the United States Weather Bureau is 
Dr. C. F. Marvin, who is also Vice-President of the 
National Calendar Committee for the United States, 
and he recently made an address by radio over the 
Columbia Broadcasting System in which he expressed 
positively his thought that the plan for calendar re- 
vision is not going to be abandoned simply because 
the League felt that the present moment was inop- 
portune. 

But is the proposed change in the calendar objection- 
able from the Christian standpoint? A Wisconsin 
reader of THe Sunpay ScnHoot Times, noting the 
editorial promise of an article on the subject, .writes: 


Ever since childhood I have read THE SuNnpAY 
ScHoot Times and owe it a debt that cannot be 





measured. I am in fullest sympathy with its fine 
stand for the basic truths of the Christian religion. 
But I am correspondingly regretful when question- 
able side-lines are taken up. 

For instance, this thirteen-mczth year. The Greek, 
Roman, and Anglican Catholics, so zealous’ for “days, 
and months, and times, and years” (Gal. 4:10), are 
sure to demolish any scheme for calendar reform. The 
rest of us can afford to occupy ourselves with other 
matters. If, by some miracle, the thirteen-month 
plan escaped the onslaught of the ritualists, the whole 
Christian world could use “Year Day” as a day of 
prayer and thanksgiving. 


This sounds reasonable — until we have the facts more 
fully before us. The article to appear in next week’s 
issue of the Times will give you the facts in a way 
that show the ominous and sinister character of this 
movement, which has been rightly called “a mortal 
blow at religion.” And THe SunpAay ScHoo.t Times 
believes it an important part of the duty of such a 


journal as this to keep its readers informed~of these ~ 


things occurring before our eyes in national and politi- 
cal life, that the true Christian Church may not be 
in ignorance or asleep but awake and alert as “the 
children of light, and the children of the day” (1 
Thess. 5:5). While those who study the prophetic 
Word have no illusions as to the downward course 
of this age or the uselessness of attempting to ‘“Chris- 
tianize the world” in this age, yet God’s people can, 
and should, from time to time protest against threat- 
ened unrighteousness on the part of governments or 
rulers; that God himself has used such protests from 
his people in influencing national policies is brought out 
clearly in the Bible’s inspired history. 


=< 
Can We Be Cleansed in This Life? 


Must we wait until the hour of death to be cleansed 
from sin? If that is so, how is it that you as a 
Presbyterian believe in the cleansing from sin in this 
life and that we can live a Victorious Life? I love 
Tue Sunpay Scuoot TiMeEs very much and would 
like to have an answer to these questions—A Wis-« 
consin reader. 


The question of cleansing from sin in this present 
life, and the practical possibil*ty of full victory over 
sin, is one on which true, conscientious Christians 
differ, in both the Presbyterian and other denomin- 
ations, in their understanding of the teaching of the 
Bible. The doctrinal statement of the Victorious Life 
Testimony (to be had from the Testimony office, 80 
Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 
at 3 cents each, 30 cents a dozen copies) includes the 
following : 

“The sinner who receives this Saviour, becomes a 
child of God (John 1:12), has etcrnal life (John 3: 
36), is made a new creature in Christ Jesus (2 Cor. 
5:17); his sins are blotted out, his heart is cleansed 
by faith (Acts 15:9); he is saved ‘through the wash- 
ing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit’ 
(Titus 3:5); he is ‘sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
promise’ (Eph. 1:13), and blessed ‘with every spir- 
itual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ’ (Eph. 
1:3); and all by grace through faith (Eph. 2:8). ... 

. “The child of God, having this new resurrection life, 
born again by the Holy Spirit, is to walk by that same 
power. ‘If we live by the Spirit, by the Spirit let us 
also walk’ (Gal. 5:16, 25). ‘As therefore ye received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him’ (Col. 2:6). 
He is to walk worthily of the calling wherewith he 
is called, ‘with all lowliness and meekness, with long- 
suffering, forbearing one another in love’ (Eph: 
4:1, 2). He is to ‘be filled with the Spirit’ (Eph. 
5:18), and to walk in love (Eph. 5:2), which is the 
fulfillment of the law (Rom- 13: 10). 

“Such a life can be lived only by the power of 
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God. Apart from. the keeping of Christ the child 
of God will inevitably sin. But he ought not to sin 
(Rom. 6:1, 15), and a message is given and provision 
is made that he may not sin (1 John 2:1; Rom. 6: 
1-11; 8: 1-4). If he does sin, there is an Advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous (1 John 
2:1), and ‘If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness’ (1 John 1:9). The re- 
sponsibility of the Christian is to yield himself unto 
God, as alive from the dead (Rom. 6:13), and then 
follows the word, ‘For sin shall not have dominion 
over you; for ye are not under law, but under grace’ 
(Rom. 6: 14). é 

“Thus salvation in the present tense, as in the past, 
is all of grace,.and therefore to be experienced only 
through faith (Rom. 4:16). ‘Kept by the power 
of God through faith’ (1 Peter 1:5).... 

“This is not a new doctrine, but part of the old 
Gospel. It does not mean something added to the 
Christian life, but is the normal Christian experience 
as presented in the New Testament. This teaching 
does not present two standards for Christian living, 
with the thought of dividing Christians into two 
groups, those claiming victory and those who make no 
such claim. The purpose is to show what are the 
privileges and responsibilities of every believer in 
Christ, and to bring the experience of Christians up 
to the standard of daily living set forth in the New 
Testament. 

“Sin is what God’s Word says is sin, and is not 
limited to what the believer may recognize to be sin. 
Nor is sin in the mere outward act, but is in the 
heart. Our Lord summed up the whole of the law 
in the two requirements of supreme love to God 
and love to man (Matt. 22: 36-40), indicating that 
anything in thought, or word, or deed contrary to 
such love, is sin. This is God’s. standard of right- 
eousness, and ‘all unrighteousness is sin’ (1 John 
5:17),— ‘missing the mark,’ that is, God’s mark. 
God’s: righteousness, } which is different from man’s 
moral standard, is impossible for the unsaved’ man, 
and is made possible only by the power of divine 
grace. Sin is lawlessness (1 John 3:4), and this 
teaches that the doing of anything that God has 
forbidden, or the leaving undone of anything that 
God has commanded, is sin. 

“Apart from the keeping power of Christ, as the 
believer abides in him in the yieldedness of faith, 
the Christian has no powér to keep from sinning. 

“The Christian is always liable to sin while -in this 
body, but if he sins this does not mean that he ceases 
to be a child of God. His fellowship with God is 
marred until he confesses the sin and is forgiven and 
cleansed (1 John 1:9). 

“The holiness of a Christian is always relative to the 
absolute holiness of God, the Christian’s holiness de- 
pending upon his union and fellowship with Christ, 
whose blood cleanseth from all sin (1 John 1:7). 

“Any Christian may have the experience of strug- 
gle described in the seventh of Romans, but it is not 
the normal Christian experience, and he may be kept 
park from such a struggle as he abides in Christ by 
aith, ; 

“A Christian may walk after the flesh, and thereby 
fulfill the lusts of the flesh, but his possibility in union 
with Christ, as well as his privilege and his obliga- 
tion as a Christian, is to walk in the Spirit, by faith, 
and make no provision for the flesh to fulfill the lusts 
thereof.” 

There would seem to be no Scripture that requires 
us to believe that when “the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7) the work 
is only partly done, or that the bloed cannot quite 
do what is promised and we are therefore partly 
soiled or unclean. We have a Saviour who is able 
to do all that he says, for “he is able also to save 
them to the uttermost that come unto God by him” 
(Heb. 7725). Nor is it Scriptural to assume that 
physical death (which is “the wages of sin” and is 
man’s dread enemy, for “the last enemy that shall 
be destroyed is death”) has greater:cleansing power 
than the shed blood and substitutionary death of the 
sinless Son of God. Our death cannot cleanse us 
from sin; Christ’s death is fully efficacious for this 
glorious result—and his death alone, 
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The Presbyterian Church 
in Canada—a Correction 


N: A recent article in. THe Sunpay ScHoot TIMES 

it was noted. that the Presbyterian Church in Can- 
ada, since its refusal to merge in 1925 with the union 
of churches now forming the United Church of Can- 
ada, has increased sixteen percent since the disruption, 
having an enrolled membership now of 180,680 in 1,330 
congregations; the Sunday-school membership was 
also noted; as having 140,000 pupils and 1,200. teachers. 
This last figure was a typographical error, obviously, 
and should have read 12/000. To be more exact, the 
Assembly Minutes give/ the following figures: Num- 
ber of Sunday-schools, 1,202; total enrollment, 136,- 
241; officers and: teachers, 12,046. , 
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The Minister’s Deadly Enemies, and His Weapons 


Turning a deaf ear to the ‘‘ peace plans ’’ offered by 
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“For whosoevér shall call upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call 
on him in whom they have not believed? and how 
shall they believe in him of whom they have not 
heard? and how shall -they hear without a 
preacher? And how shall they preach, except they 
be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the 
feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and 
bring glad tidings of good things!” (Rom. 10: 
13-15.) 


lamation from the King of kings and send us 
marching over the mountains of the earth with 
the glad news of redemption. 

In these words we have a wonderful program. There 
is first, the declaration: “Whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved.” That is the 
proposition offered to all mankind. The fiat of the 
eternal God is to be proclaimed because of the work 
of redemption wrought by Jesus Christ... That work 
was finished. at Calvary and approved of God by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. The re- 
demption accomplished at the cross bears upon it the 
seal of immortality, the certainty of divine fellowship, 
the guarantee of a new and infinitely better life, and 
the final expression of citizenship in a kingdom whose 
heritage endures throughout the everlasting ages. 

The call is that human petition which sinners may 
utter to the Lord by which these riches of grace may 
be appropriated. Humanity. is instructed as to the 
method of its approach to 


An Ambassador of Heaven 


_But after the proclamation there follows a series 
of four questions. Each begins with “How shall.” 
Each leads to the climax ‘of the importance of preach- 
ing. It actually makes the hearing of the Lord de- 
pendent upon a preacher. Preaching is the climax of 
the whole declaration. Value is placed upon the office 
of preaching by a quotation from the prophets: “How 
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that 
bringeth good tidings of good” (Isa. 52:7). 

The idea is gripping. It is that of a waiting people, 
looking for the coming of a messenger over the moun- 


Ti words of Paul put in our hands a royal proc- 


tains. They are waiting with anxious yearning, Then 


the prophet appears over the line of hills. 

He is the ambassador of the eternal God. Staff in 
hand, scroll containing the proclamation of redemption 
resting in his bosom, his sandaled feet are hurrying 

forward. 
~ It is a picture of that,divine purpose which Christ 
expressed when he sent his apostles out to preach. 
The order never changes. The ideal covers every 
preacher’s responsibility, whether he be_itinerant or in 
a settled pastorate. In a permanent sense the idea is 
always the same. The people are waiting for God’s 
messengers. These messengers are always coming 
over the mountains ; that is, they are always the bearers 
of those things for which human hearts yearn. Such 
feet are constantly shod with the preparation of the 
Gospel of peace. The bearers of such tidings are 
always coming with fresh news of the grace of God. 

Now that leads inevitably to this conclusion: there 

is nothing static in a preacher’s life. He is always a 
man girded to enter new spheres. His staff never 
leaves his hands in.this sense; his scroll rests always 
in his bosom; his feet are perpetually shod to make 
new marches. 
- You will understand me when I say, therefore, that 
there is no true, easy place for-the Christian minister. 
He is always girded and ready for his task. Instant 
in season and out of. season, he is God’s steadfast rep- 
“resentative. 


Tue CHRISTIAN MINISTER Has Pronouncep Foes 


The World—No man has ever found “this vile 
world a friend to grace to help him on to God.” He 
will, if he serve Christ with all his might, find its 
forces against him. Its subtleties and deceptions would 
shear every one of the Lord’s sheep of their righteous- 
ness and tear the lambs of God’s grace from the 
bosom of the Saviour’s love. 

No wonder John counseled: “Love not the world” 
(1 John 2:15). -Understanding well the future recep- 
tion his messengers would receive, the Lord Jesus 
declared, “I send you forth as sheep in the midst of 
wolves” (Matt. 10:16). No minister need ever con- 
sider himself to have been deceived when the problem 
of an opposing world depresses his enthusiasm and 
ruins his efforts, for he has surely read the word of 
the Master, “In the, world ye shall have tribulation” 
@Gohn 16: 33). 


Paul’s Epistles ring with the iron of Christian war- 
fare. He exhorts Timothy; a young minister, to 
“fight the good fight of faith,” to “endure hard- 
ness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ”; he holds 
out the Christian’s armor in Ephesians 6; he 
looks back, with failing eyes, over the blood- 
stained course where he himself has “fought a 
good fight.” Today we are living in the “ perilous 
times” Paul foretold, and all who are proclaiming 
God’s Word are keenly conscious of the Enemy’s 
presence. Here is a challenging and encouraging 
message, delivered last year at the Pre-Conven- 
tion Fundamentalist Conference held in Kansas 
City before the meeting of the Northern Baptist 
Convention. There were between four and five 
hundred ministers present; and at the close of 
the address, when Dr. Bradbury gave the call for 
dedication, more than 250 rose to signify a deeper 
surrender to Jesus Christ. 








The minister is faced with opposing forces in this 
world: The spirit of this world is the spirit of dis- 
obedience. It is rebel to the fiat of almighty God. It 
seeks to blast every light that opposes its folly and 
stultify the voice that declares to it the truth, 

Its professions are high sounding, but they are as 
false and unreal as a desert mirage. It applauds spir- 
itual blindness and is ever willing with its vox populi 
to acclaim as its leaders those who care more for 
popular expediency than they do for the eternal and 
God-inspired right. 

The Christian minister finds there is always facing 


him a vulgar materialism. It contends with him every ° 


foot of progress he makes. He will know the anguish 
that Paul felt when he sees himself forsaken by some 
Demas who deserts him for love of this enticing 
world. Particularly will this be true of ministers in 
our cities where the cunning of materialistic forces 
is acute. 

The charge delivered by Paul in the first chapter of 
Romans could be leveled against any of our modern 
cities. The minister with his flock is God’s witness 
against it all. The Church invades the city. It pene- 
trates to the very center of its life. The city will 
counter-attack by seeking to invade the Church. By 
penetrating the lives of ministers and Church mem- 
bers it will seek to re-conquer all it has lost. The 


preacher will know this conflict to be constant, and ‘ 


will have to meet it. 
Modern Works of the Flesh 


The Flesh—Then again the minister must meet the 
challenge of the flesh. This is a Biblical term that 
covers vastly more than a mere man’s personal car- 
nality. It is one thing when we clash with it as a 
personal matter, but it is quite another when we meet 
it in vast masses of social carnality. There are sins 
of the flesh that are private, but when communities 
abandon themselves to the worship of the creature 
more than the, Creator, when they turn the truth of 
God into a lie, when they refuse to keep God in their 
knowledge and become filled with all the filthy mess 
of the vile variety of unrighteousness, we face condi- 
tions requiring tremendous conflict. 

These works of the flesh are a minister’s foes. They 
are the wild beasts of Ephesus that Paul wrestled 
with. Alcoholic beverages are works of the flesh; 
so is the covetousness of gambling; so is the develop- 
ment of animalistic sport and the unholy adulation of 


overdeveloped human beef; the growing tyranny of to-- 


bacco and the filthy drug nicotine is a work of the flesh; 
the ungodly-care of the body manifested by those who 
ridicule the supreme value of the soul, the lust of 
beauty parades, the craze of golf and the debasing of 
God, the enthusiasm for sun bathing and beach loung- 
ing as of higher value to the individual than seeking 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness; the sacri- 
fice of time on the altar of the motion picture, the 
acceptance of the exaggerated psychology of the thea- 
ter, and the sinful. use. of the. automobile; there are 
only a few of the works of the flesh that hinder the 
progress of the minister in his work. 

No minister can be indifferent to anything God 
is opposed to. What God declares his woe upon, we 
cannot love or serve. Holiness demands separation, 
purity, and loyalty. Our business is to be living con- 
querors of the flesh and all its works. 

The Devil—The Christian minister who tries to 
make many conquests will find his way opposed by 
the Devil. He will find it nearly impossible to locate 
the source of much of the mischief that assails him. It 
may be in the sacred precincts of -his study, in the 


' facts. 


lonely vigil of the night as he searches for truth and 
realities, that the adversary will taunt his intellect 
or make mockery of his simple faith. 

Perhaps the cleverest artifice of the Devil is that 
of persuading the people that he does not exist. Men . 
sometimes think of belief in him as medievalism. The 
modern mind has a tendency to ridicule the idea of a 
personal Devil. But belief and vanity do not abolish 
The Devil was a fact in the time of Christ, 
as much as in the time of his exploits in Eden. 

Satan is active and has always been. His attacks 
are mainly leveled at the friends of God, The foes 
of. God he need not fear. He simply directs their 
activities. They are his tools. It is at the Son of 
God that the enemy hurls his darts. And we may say 
that his particular target is the ministry of the Gospel 
of the Son of God. 


What Satan Attacks 


How subtle he is! If he can only persuade us that 
the Bible is a worn out Book and devoid of authority; 
if he can convince us that Jesus had no pre-existence 
and was not the eternal Son of God; if he can only 
get us to pooh-pooh the virginity of Mary when Jesus 
was born; if he can lead us to mock at miracles as 
foolish and impossible; if he can shut out of our minds 
the true significance of Calvary and lead us simply 
to admire the martyrdom of Jesus; if he can lead us 
into. poetic conceptions of spiritual continuance after 
death, instead of accepting the glory of Christ’s resur- 
rection; if he can flatter our conceit by telling us the 
consensus of scholarship does not believe in the medi- 
evalism of the Second Coming of Christ; if he can 
see us stand in our pulpits devoid of evangelistic 
enthusiasm, merely engaged in presenting a lifeless 
logic of cold, bloodless, ethical philosophies; I say, 
if he can win us from the Scriptures and the experi- 
mental facts of our faith, he will be satisfied with our 
work and with his. It will matter little to him that 
we preach and are ministers of light. We shall be 
doing his work, not Christ’s. 

In Christ the Devil can be conquered. His tempta- 
tion of Christ reveals his method. His atmosphere 
is cynical skepticism. His scheming leads to the 
predominant consideration of the spectacular and popu- 
lar. \His manner is a misuse of the Word of God for 
the furtherance of his own ends, as distinct from the 
eternal purpose of God. 

But Christ overcame him. So can we. 


Hell.—But we still have another foe that opposes 
us. The minister of the Gospel will be opposed by all 
the forces of hell. Speaking of His Church, our 
Lord said, “The gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it” (Matt. 16:18). Hell is the abode of the dead. 
The gates that imprison them are too strong for them 
to burst. But who are the dead? There are more 
dead than just those whose bodies slumber in the 
graves. “She that liveth in pleasure is dead while 
she ‘liveth” (1 Tim. 5:6). All who have not been 
quickened by Christ are dead. 

Heathenism at home and abroad-is one vast house 
of the dead. Hell’s gates hold them. We are to assault 
those gates. The Lord Jesus confirmed the prophet’s 
revelation of a coming deliverance for imprisoned man- 
kind when at Nazareth he declared these words to be 
fulfilled in himself : 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon. me, because he 
hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; 
he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach 
to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 
to preach the acceptable year of the Lord” (Luke 4: 
18, 19). This is the obligation resting upon the min- 
istry to this day. The gates of hell would keep us 
out of the vast areas where evangelization is needed. 
Heathenism would lock, bolt, and bar the gates against 
Christ’s messengers. The citadel of sin is well pro- 
tected. But “greater is he that is in you, than he that 
is in the world” (1 John 4: 4), 


With Wuat Must THE Minister Conquer? 


What should be the minister’s equipment? How 
must he prepare for victory? 


The Bible—He will- win no conquests for Christ 
without “the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word 
of God” (Eph. 6:17). As sure as Gideon conquered 
in his strange way with the cry, “The sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon” (Judg. 7:18), so the minister 
who would win victories and conquer the dominions- 
of darkness and sin should have firm grasp upon his 
sword —the Word of God—should know it, love it, 
be accustomed to use it, put confidence in it, and meet 
the enemies of Christ with it. 

All sacred history attests the-power of that min- 
istry which~ preaches the deathless Word of the liy- 
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ing God. I do not mean to preach it superficially 
and artificially. We must do more than skirt the 
fringes of God’s revelation, and we must have more 
vital knowledge than the glib use of its words. No 
book is more challenging than the Scriptures. It is 
the greatest mental discipline to the man who studies 
it, it works a metamorphosis in the man who under- 
takes to obey it. It holds secrets that are not found 
until the students persist to enter God’s holy of holies. 
It invites to the most sacred atmosphere and invests 
the preacher with superhuman authority. 

It is consummate folly that leads men to preach other 
things than the magnetic truths God has revealed in 
his Word. It is the preacher’s passion to be a man of 
one Book, for he who strives to be a master of God’s 
-Book will find the key of mastery over other books. 
It is the people’s expectancy that, when they go to 
church to be instructed, it shall be from the very Scrip- 
tures and the voice of the preacher shall be to them 
as the voice of God. 


The Person of Christ—But if. your message is to 
be a conquering one, it must be spoken in the conscious 
presence of Christ. The Word of God is the Living 
Christ. The miracle of the written Word must be 
accompanied by the miracle of the living Word ‘We 
cannot conquer without a leader. One is provided. 
Hear him say, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the age” (Matt. 28:20). Again, “Follow 
me, and I will make you fishers of men” (Matt. 4:19). 
These are Christ’s assurances; 

The minister who is conscious that Jesus Christ is 
by his side will fear no foe, and will never stand still, 
lie down, or retreat. 

Such a man will not worry about “itching ears” (2 
Tim. 4:3). His function will be vastly superior to 
the fickle and fanciful sport of pandering to perverse 
and staggering intellects. He will give the Son of 
God a chance to speak through him. 

The exaltation of the Word of God leads inevitably 
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to the exaltation of Jesus Christ. For this Book is 
a vast oratorio of harmonies revealing the unity of 
the eternal Godhead in his wonderful Person. 





MARCH 26, 1932 


(5) Generations of Shem (11: 10-11: 26). 
(The genealogy of the chosen seed, Shem, 
traced to Terah and Abraham.) 


All one glorious, wonderfui, harmony of truth and 3. GENERATIONS OF THE CHOSEN RACE..11: 27-50: 26 


fact; “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to day, 
and for ever” (Heb. 13:8); the historic wonder of 
the ages — God manifest in human flesh. 

The_Christ-mastered preacher will never lose his 
power. 


The Spirit of God—I have but one short word 
more, The minister who expects to make conquests 
must be filled with the Spirit of God. No wonder 
the Scriptures command us to “try the spirits whether 
they are of God” (i John 4:1). Counterfeits are 
abroad. But it is the Holy Spirit who is our safeguard 
against seducing spirits. The Spirit-filled life is a 
divine life. . There is no life to surpass such in wis- 
dom, service, and intelligence. 

Do you wish to be a great preacher? Be filled with 
the Spirit. Do you wish to be a wise pastor? Be 
filled with the Spirit. Do you wish to become a 
mighty soul-winner? Be filled with God’s glorious 
Holy Spirit. Do you wish to stir the Church to re- 
vival blessings, or move a community nearer God? 
Be filled with the Spirit. That. is the secret. It is 
not by might, nor by power, but ky the eternal Spirit 
that these miracles are wrought. 

Oh, my brothers, you cannot fail if you are under 
the sway of the eternal Spirit. Victory is certain 
to be yours. The world is waiting. It hardly knows 
for what, but if it hears your Spirit-filled message 
and voice, multitudes will catch the spirit of the 
refrain: “How beautiful upon the mountains are the 
feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth 
peace” (Isa. 52:7). 

We are the heralds of a new and brighter day. We 
are God’s trumpeters, announcing an eternal redemp- 
tion. 


New York. 
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ENESIS stands in majestic glory as God's 
G opening word to man. It is the book of be- 
; ginnings, the book of creation, the book of re- 
demption. What sort of book would man have de- 
vised for the opening book of the Bible? Suppose 
we had the Bible with Genesis missing? It is cer- 
tain that this first book is not the book that man 
would have planned to open the Bible, and by the 
same token it is the book that perfectly fits its pur- 
pose. The highest praise that can be offered this 
transcendently great book of Genesis is to say that it 
perfectly occupies its place as the first book of the Bible. 

God’s Book has been given to us by books. To 
know the Book, therefore, we should study each book. 
Those who are fortunate enough to be students or 
teachers in Sunday-school classes using the Interna- 
tional Uniform Lessons have had an unusual stimulus 
to study to know the Book of John, in the first three 
months of 1932. This same opportunity is now be- 
fore us to master, in some measure, the book of Gene- 
sis. The lessons in the Second Quarter are “Mes- 
sages from Genesis,” but each of these messages will 
stand out in new beauty and power if we study them 
against the background of a knowledge of Genesis as 
a whole. 


Outline and Contents of Genesis—As in all book 
studies, we start by becoming acquainted with the 
contents of the book. What should we expect to find 
in this opening book? The Bible is the history of the 
redemption of man and of the world through a Re- 
deemer, the Lord Jesus Christ. The Olid Testament 
is not a history of Israel, but the record of so much 
oi that history as has a bearing on the working out 
of redemption. Genesis records the beginning of that 
redemption, and includes those things that are vitally 
important to that end. 

Every reader has noticed that the fifty chapters of 
Genesis are divided into two unequal divisions, so far 
as subject matter is concerned. The first eleven chap- 
ters give a brief summary of creation and of all the 
nations up to Abraham. These eleven chapters cover 
four great topics: (1) Creation of matter and ma... 
(2) Temptation and sin. (3) Corruption and the 
flood. (4) Nations and Babel. Or.we may sum up 
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the topics in four words: Creation, Fall, Flood, Babel. 
The second section of Genesis, from twelve to fifty, 
is mainly occupied with the story of four men: Abra- 
ham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph. Eleven chapters of the 
whole book are given to the whole human race, and 
thirty-nine chapters to a called-out family from the 
human race, a family that is to become the chosen 
nation through which God’s redemption is to be min- 
istered to the whole world. The story of creation 
and the nations is, indeed, but the preparation for the 
story of this chosen people. 

Looking more closely into the outline of the book, 
we discover that the writer has divided the story into 
eleven chapters, the introduction given to creation 
week, and then ten sections each beginning with the 
expression “the generations of.” In one case the 
expression is “the book of the generations of Adam” 
(5:1), and it does appear strikingly significant that 
the only other occurrence of these words in the Bible is 
in the Genesis of the New Testament, Matthew 1:1: 
“The book of the generation of Jesus Christ.” This 
expression “generations of” does not mean the gene- 
alogy of (although Benealogies do have an important 
part in the story), but indicates that a new section 
has begun, telling the story of that which flows out 
from the man who is mentioned. For example, under 
“the generations of Noah” we have the story of Noah 
and the flood. Under “the generations of Terah,” we 
have the story of Abraham, under “the generations of 
Jacob,” the story of Joseph. Five of these generations 
are included in the first eleven chapters and five of 
them from 11:27 to the end of the book. It will be 
well to become acquainted with this outline of Genesis 
indicated by the writer himself. A brief summary is 
suggested, and each student can fill out the topics: 


1. INtRopUCTION: “IN THE BEGINNING Gop” I: 1I- 2: 3 
(The story of creation; the seven. days) 


2. “GENERATIONS” OF MANKIND IN GEN- 
ERAL 2: 4-11: 26 
(1) Generations of the Heavens and of the 
Earth (2: 4-4: 26). 
(The story of man’s failure and God’s prom- 
ise of the seed.) 
(2) 2 hg the Generations of Adam (5: 
1-6: 8). 
{The genealogy of the chosen seed, Seth, 
traced to Noah.) 
(3) Generations of Noah (6: 9-9: 29). 
(The story of Noah and the flood.) 
(4) Generations of the Sons of Noah (10: I- 


II:Q). 
(The story of the nations and Babel.) 
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(1) Generations of Terah (11: 27-25: 11). 
(The story of Abraham.) 
(2 Generations of Ishmael. (25: 12-18). 
(3) Generations of Isaac (25: 19-35: 29). 
(The story of Jacob.) 
(4) Generations of Esau (36: 1-43). 
(In Canaan and in Mt. Seir.) 
(5) Generations of Jacob (37: 2-50: 26). 
(The story of Joseph, including Judah.) 

A Study “Key” in the Promised “Seed.”—When we 
get acquainted with the contents of Genesis and ask 
what is the one central message binding these events 
together, we notice that Genesis is the story of the 
promised Seed. This is a key to the understanding 
of the book. When sin enters, the plan of redemption 
is immediately announced in that remarkable verse, 
Genesis 3: 15, the first direct prophecy of Christ, who 
is the Seed of. the woman. It seems evident that 
when Cain was born Eve regarded him as the prom- 
ised seed. But the great conflict starts, with Satan 
getting control and working through his “seed.” Of 
Adam’s sons, Abel is chosen as the seed. When Cain 
murders Abel, God gives another seed in place of 
Abel, Seth (4:25). Notice that “the generations of 
Adam” begins with Seth, all his other sons and daugh- 
ters being passed over. This illustrates the principle 
that the genealogies and the record is concerned with 
those persons that have a bearing on the history of 
redemption. Of Lamech’s sons, Noah is chosen. Of 
Noah’s sons, Shem is chosen. Of Terah’s sons, Abra- 
ham is chosen. Of Abraham’s sons, Ishmael is re- 
jected and Isaac is chosen. Of Isaac’s sons, Esau is 
rejected and Jacob is chosen. Of Jacob’s sons the three 
oldest are rejected and Judah is chosen. The two 
rejected lines in the second section of Genesis, that of 
Ishmael and that of Esau, are included in the record, 
being given first in brief space before the story of the 
chosen ‘seed is given. This is an indication that God 
includes in his plan and in his care the whole human 
family. But in redemption he is working through a 
chosen seed. 

As we trace this seed through Genesis we notice 
five direct prophecies of Christ as the Seed: (1) The 
seed of the woman, mentioned in God’s judgment upon 
Satan. (3:15). (2) “In thy seed,” God’s promise to 
Abraham on Mt. Moriah (22:18). (3) The promise 
repeated to Isaac (26:4). (4) Repeated to Jacob 
(28:14). (5) Jacob’s prophecy concerning ~ Judah, 
and Shiloh, unto Whom shall the obedience of the 
peoples be (49: 10). - 


The Key to Prophecy in Genesis—As Genesis is 
the foundation of the message of redemption, so it is 
the foundation of prophecy. The key to all prophecy 
is Genesis 3:15. Not.all Bible students have noticed 
how remarkably this verse contains in itself nearly 
all of the great characteristics of prophecy from Gene- 
sis to the Revelation. There are at least ten such out- 
standing characteristics: 

1. All prophecy centers in the coming One, the 
Seed of the woman. 
2. There is another seed, the seed of Satan, to 
culminate in Antichrist. 
3. There is to be a great conflict between God’s 
Seed and Satan’s seed, men whom he can use. 
4. In the conflict the coming Saviour, the Seed of 
the woman, shall suffer. 
5. In the conflict the Saviour is ultimately to tri- 
umph, completely crushing Satan. 
6. This whole plan is by the sovereign foreordina- 
ation of God: “I will put.” 
It is intimated that the conflict will cover an 
extended period. 
8. The prophecy includes an unknown future, but 
always working out toward the consummation, 
9. The prophecy is given in figurative language. 
10. The fulfillment is infinitely grander than any- 
thing suggested in the original prophecy. 


Genesis begins the record of this great conflict, and 
the working out of the prophecy. From the begin- 
ning Satan attempts to destroy the seed; first through 
the murder of Abel by Cain, then through the cor- 
ruption of all the human seed suggested in- Genesis 6, 
then through the attack on Noah’s seed, then perhaps 
through Nimrod, whom the Jews with much reason 
regarded as the first great anti-God, the founder of 
Babylon, which became a symbol of the city of Satan, 
eternal enemy of the city of God. When Abraham 
is chosen there is a fight of faith for the pure seed. 
But God’s glorious providences preserve the seed and 
preserve the whole family of Jacob in the marvelous 
plan by which they are transferred to Egypt under 
the care of Joseph. No learned treatise on ‘God’s 
sovereignty and man’s free will can compare with the 
Genesis story of Joseph in the light given upon God’s 
controlling power, with man’s free choices working 
into God’s plan. 

A Key to the Study in the Threefold Meaning— 
Another key to the «understanding of Genesis and to 
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the whole of the Old Testament will be found in the 
study of the threefold meaning of all the events and 
messages. No events can be more natural and human 
than those recorded of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and 
Joseph. But there is a meaning in these events as 
given in the Bible different from the events in any 
other book. To enter into the real message of the 
Word, therefore, we must consider these events in 
three ways: 


1. God’s personal dealing with these men, in the 
time they lived, and in the conditions in which they 
were. ; 


2..The meaning of the events as part of God's plan 
of redemption. 


3. The meaning of the events as types of great spir- 
itual realities to come 


The story of Joseph has been called the most per- 
fect story in all literature. It is full of human interest. 
It may be studied as a story of God’s wonderful per- 
sonal dealing with Joseph and with those associated 
with him. God was interested in Joseph and reward i 
him for his faithfulness. Many personal lessons for 
our own lives may be gained from Joseph’s experiences 
and from God’s personal, individual dealing with him. 
But every Bible student knows that the many chap- 
-ters concerning Joseph are not included in Genesis 
just because of the sheer interest of the personal story 
of Joseph. They are part of God’s working out of 
redemption. In order that Messiah should come, a 
chosen nation must be prepared. That nation began 
as a family living in tents in the midst of hostile and 
lawless peoples. The family must be preserved; it 
must be unified. The revelation concerning Jehovah 
must be conserved. Joseph is a great instrument in 
leading the family to Egypt, in giving them the best 
of the land, and yet keeping them separated from the 
Egyptians. Under the protection of the most powerful 
nation of the earth, and yet not contaminated by their 
gods or by union with them, the nation is preserved. 
Every detail of Joseph’s personal story has a part in 
the working out of this great plan. of 

But there is a third meaning in the story of Joseph. 
And again it is a miraculous message. God’s personal 
dealings with Joseph were supernatural, and his work- 
ing out of all these events in his plan of redemption 
was supernatural. But all Christians have seen in 
Joseph a great type of the coming Saviour. How 
marvelous that in the same life story the events should 
show the personal care of God for the individual, that 
the same events should fit into God’s great plan for 
the whole world, and that the same events should be 
a foreshadowing of the coming Saviour. The story 
has often been told: Joseph the well beloved son of 
his father, given special revelations of his coming 
glory, envied by his brothers, put to death by them in 
their hearts’ purpose, sold into slavery, taken’ to Egypt, 
tempted and victorious, humiliated in prison, then ex- 
alted to the right hand of Pharaoh with all the author- 
ity of the king put into his hands in order that he may ° 
becom’ the saviour of Egypt and the world. He is 
given an Egyptian name which means, “The god 
speaks and he lives,” ‘thus foreshadowing the death 
of Christ and his-exaltation to the- right hand of God. 
Joseph marries a Gentile bride. He saves Gentiles 
and Israel, giving them the bread necessary for life. 
He is revealed to his brethren who are convicted of 
sin, and mourn when they recognize him. Thus is 
the whole history of our Lord, until his coming again 
and his revelation to his people Israel, suggested in 
the story of Joseph. 

But these three facts are true hot only in the story 
of Joseph but in all the events recorded in Genesis 
and in all the prominent characters in the Old Testa- 
ment. 


Christ in Genesis—Christ is at the center of Gene-" 
sis. We have noted that he appeared in the direct 
prophecies. Genesis is full of types of Christ. Each 
one of the chosen seed is a type of the Seed who is to 
come. In Melchizedek we have a type of the king 
who is to be the eternal priest. Adam as the first 
man is a type, and Noah’s ark. The first word of 
creation, “Let there be light,” points forward to him 
who is the Light of the world. All of the record of 
redemption is centered in Christ, as it points forward 
to the coming One. But Christ also appears in Gene- 
sis in his own person. He is there in creation as the 
heavens and the earth are created through him. He 
is there as the Angel of Jehovah, in the remarkable 
theophanies or appearances of God. Thus, the one 
who is- the subject of the prophecies of Genesis, the 
one who is to come and complete redemption, is ‘the 
one who is there from the beginning working in and 
through his instruments. 


Genesis and Evolution—When men seek to shake the 
supernatural revelation of God, it is only natural that 
Genesis should ever have been the subject of attack. 
At two points mainly have the attacks of the enemies 
centered. They have sought to tear Genesis apart 
and to show that it is not a unity. All these attempts 
have served to emphasize the fact that this first book 
of.the Bible is welded together in a unity that is one 
of its most remarkable characteristics. ‘The other 
point of attack has been the record of creation: Here 
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also Genesis is seen to be founded on an impregnable 
rock, while evolution, the great “anti-Genesis” is be- 
ing discredited today in the house of its friends, as 
one after another of the eminent scientists are show- 
ing that its foundations are like the sinking sand. 
Louis T. More, the eminent physicist whose book 
on “The Dogma of Evolution” (Princeton University 
Press, Princeton, N. J., $3.50) is one of many that 
shows the utterly unscientific character of evolution, 
has recently written on “The Tyranny of Science” in 
the Hibbert Journal, In referring to the Piltdown 
man or the Neanderthal man, built of a fragment of 
skull and some bones, he writes: “God alone knows 
what this. pre-historic animal was, but it certainly was 
not a man. We have been so obsessed with showing 
the similarity of our body with those of other animals 
as to forget entirely that man is homo sapiens and is 
unique in possessing a self-conscious mind. ; 

am quite willing to admit the apparently close similar- 
ity of man-as he exists now with a Neanderthal, a 
Piltdown, or an ape, or a dog, so far as his animal 
point of habits are concerned, but I claim that there 
is an even greater gulf between animals and man when 
self-consciousness is considered than there is between 
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chemical matter and life.” ‘Later in the article he 
writes: “The truth is that instead of closing the gaps 
in tne mechanistic hypothesis, the accumulation of 
facts during this century has steadily widened them, 
and the hope of finding any continuotis evolution as 
a general principle binding together physics, biology, 
and psychology is being abandoneds only the shallower 
minds still cling to it. This I shall prove from the 
evidence of scientists.” How. significant that these 
three fields in which the great scientist finds an un- 
bridgeable gulf are the three orders mentioned in 
Genesis where God’s creative power was exercised, 
matter, animal life, and man. 

Let us study this book of beginnings, majestic in its 
teachings and in its author. We have here the begin- 
nings of the universe, of man, family life, civilization, 
sin, murder, war, polygamy, the nations, Israel, judg- 
ment, prophecy. . And with all the beginnings, let us 
note that here we have the beginning of the Gospel, 
which was preached beforehand unto Abraham, the 
beginning of salvation by grace through faith. In this 
book we find Christ, and in this book we learn to walk 
by faith. 

Cotumsra, S. C, 








Spurgeon as 


A tribute to one of the greatest preachers 
who ever lived 








I Knew Him 
By One of His Students 














Y FIRST sight of Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
M was in the early eighties. I was brought up 

after the straitest sect of our English Baptists re- 
ligion. My mother was a strict and particular Baptist. 
Which, being interpreted, means that in the matter 
of hyper-Calvinism, the Primitive Baptists of the 
Southern States have no pointers to give their Eng- 
lish confreres. Spurgeon was, therefore, persona non 
grata. I was taught to think of him as not sound in 
the faith, a “wishy-washy, duty-faith Arminian”;. a 
preacher to be shunned rather than sought. 

When, therefore, one Sunday in the early eighties, 
I determined to see and hear the great preacher for 
myself, I was, theologically speaking, taking my life 
in my own hands. But, I went, nevertheless, and I 
shall never forget that day, 

We (that is, the lady who for many years has been 
my wife, and I) went one Sunday morning by “tup- 
penny bus” from North London to the Bank. There, 
near the Mansion House—home of London’s Lord 
Mayors— one could get a bus to any part of the 
metropolis. We had no trouble. It was about ten 
o’clock in the morning, and the conductors of busses 
going over London Bridge and past Spurgeon’s Tab- 
ernacle, were shouting their wares. “’Ere y’are, sir. 
This way, mum. Over the water to Charlie. Start 
in jest a minnit. ’Ere’s yer bus, sir. Room inside, 
mum. Two seats ontop. ’Ere y’are. Over the water 
to Charlie, sir.” We were soon on our way to. wor- 
ship God at Spurgeon’s Tabernacle. The unregener- 
ate called it “going over the water to Charlie.” 

A big crowd was standing at the gates. We took 
our places in a line that, before long, brought us to 
the doors, There we waited until, at about ten min- 
utes of eleven, a gong sounded, and all those without 
tickets were admitted, and were free to take any seats 
not already occupied by seat-holders who had come 
on time. 

It was a vast auditorium. The ground floor was 
to our eyes immense; but we soon found ourselves 
gazing at the first, and then at. the second gallery, 
watching the fast-moving crowds take up every avail- 
able seat. Our eyes were soon rivetted on a small 
platform jutting out from the first gallery. Evidently 
that was the pulpit, for there was a small table near 
the rail on which rested a large pulpit Bible. 

Punctually at eleven, a door back of the pulpit 
opened. Mr. Spurgeon—for it certainly was he 
appeared, leaning on the stick or cane he carried in his 
left hand. He came slowly down about a dozen steps 
to the platform and made his way to the chair set for 
him near the big Bible. He was followed by quite an 
array of gentlemen—deacons and elders, as I after- 
ward learned — who took seats behind him, half-way 
round the platform. As soon as the preacher appeared, 
all talking ceased and there was no more rush for 
seats. Late-comers were not admitted until during 
the singing of the first hymn. 

There was no organ prelude, no choir, no unan- 
nounced singing of the doxology. No, nothing of the sort. 
No instrumental music of any kind, and, as far as we 
could see, no quartette and no chorus choir. After 
a moment or two of silent prayer, Mr. Spurgeon arose 
and announced in ¢lear, bell-like tones, the opening 
hymn. It was Isaac Watts’ version of a part of 
Psalm 103. And how he did read it! Nearly fifty 
years have rolled away since that memorable Sunday 
morning in the old Tabernacle,- but my wife and I 
can hear him now as he read: 


’Tis He forgives thy sins; 
’Tis He relieves thy pain; 

"Tis He that heals thy sicknesses, 
And makes thee young again. 


He “gave out” the whole six verses, but that line, 
“And makes thee YOUNG again,” is the one that 
especially sticks in our memories. Ever since we were 
tiny tots we had heard deacons many and varied give 
out the hymns, but nobody, at least in our hearing, 
had ever before read that line just like that. When 
Spurgeon had read it through, the precentor came to 
the front and, after sounding the opening note on his 
pitch-pipe, led the vast congregation in singing the 
whole six verses to the short-meter tune of St. Michael. 

By the time the hymn was finished — and, as I say, 
we sang the whole six verses—all the late-comers 
had taken up what seats they could get, and we were 
ready to give reverent heed to the reading of the 
Scriptures. I say the reading of the Scriptures. As 
a matter of fact the Scripture reading was interspersed 
with pithy and sometimes racy comments of the Mat- 
thew Henry type—comments that helped one to un- 
derstand and enjoy the chapter read. When the chap- 
ter was announced there was quite a rustle of Bible 
leaves, for practically all the regular hearers had 
Bibles with them; and, as their custom was, turned 
to the place and prepared to follow the preacher. Not 
a word was missed. ‘ 

In after years I heard Spurgeon say that he could 
stand on his platform, speak in conversational tones, 
and yet be heard at the most distant point in the 
Tabernacle. And I believe it. But it was not because 
he Shouted. He did not. It was because he was care- 
ful, very careful, about his enunciation. 

In one of his lectures to his students he asserts that 
some preachers are loud enough, but they are not 
distinct, their words overlap each other, play at leap- 
frog, or trip each other up. Other preachers do not 
open their mouths. Their inarticulate mumbling is 
the result of not following the example of that dear 
Lord who. “opened his mouth and taught.” Spurgeon 
embodied his own counsels. True, his voice had a 
splendid carrying power, but it is also true that, just 
as Demosthenes set himself to enunciate with pebbles 
in his mouth, so Spurgeon worked hard to make the 
best use of the voice God had given him. To hear 
him read aloud Milton’s “Ode on the Nativity,” one 
of the great Greek poems, Bunyan’s “Talk with the 
Shining Ones,” or the One Hundred and Third Psalm 
was, in itself, an ear-opener. Not a syllable was slur- 
red. There was no clipping of the final d’s or t's. 
Much-neglected r’s were treated with becoming respect. 
There was no emilation of that wonderful preacher 
who could pronounce “Mesopotamia” in two syllables. 
Nothing of the sort. Consonants and syllables, like 
nimble and airy servitors, tripped about him at com- 
mand, and, in well-ordered files, as he willed, each 
fell aptly into its own place. The common people, yes, 
and the semi-deaf people, heard him gladly. 

That first time of hearing Spurgeon made a tremen- 
dous impression upon our minds. As I now recall, 
I had been walking carelessly during the previous 
week, and Spurgeon’s preaching just knocked me all 
to pieces. There was a winsome pleading-ness about 
it, though I’ve long forgotten just what he said, that 
somehow melted me to tears. Before the sermon was 
ended I was weeping freely, and my heart was resoly- 
ing that, by God’s grace, I would never again grieve 
my Lord as I had. 
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LESSON 2. APRIL 10. HOW SIN 


International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 2: 8 to 3: 24 
Golden Text.— Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation. —Matt. 26 : yt 


BEGINS 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is 2: 15-17; 3: 1-8 


KinGc JAMES VERSION 

2:15 And the Lord God took the man, 

and a him ae. the garden of Eden to 
s it and to_ keep it. 

ne: And the ergo commanded the 

man, saying, Of every tree of the gar- 

den thou mayest freely eat: 

17 But of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: 
for in the day that thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die. 

3: 1 Now the serpent was more subtil 
than any beast of the field which the 
‘Lord God had made. And he said unto 
lthe woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall 
‘not eat of every tree of the garden? 
|} 2 And the woman said unto the ser- 
‘pent, We may eat of the fruit of the 
ltrees of the garden: : : 

3 But of the fruit of the tree which ts 
in’ the midst of the garden God hath 
said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall 
ye touch it, lest ye die. 

4 And the serpent said unto the woman, 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

2:15 And Jehovah God took the man, 
and put him into the garden of Eden to 
dress it and to keep it. 16 And Jehovah 
God commanded the man, saying, Of every 
tree of the garden thou mayest freely 
eat: 17 but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of 
it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die. 


3:1 Now the serpent was more subtle 
than any beast of the field which Jeho- 
vah God had made. And he said unto 
the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall 
not eat of tany tree of the garden? 2 
And the woman said unto the serpent, 
Of the fruit of the trees of the garden 
we may eat: 3 but of the fruit of the 
tree which is in the midst of the garden, 
God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, 
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 4 
And the serpent said unto the woman, 


KinG JAMES VERSION 
5 For God doth know that in the day 
ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be 
opened, and ye shall be as gods, know- 
ing good and evil. 


6 And when the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food, and that it was 
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of 
the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave 
also unto her husband with her; and he 
did eat. 


7 And the eyes of them both were 
opened, and they knew that they were 
naked; and they sewed fig leaves’ to- 
gether, and made themselves aprons. 


8 And they heard the voice of the 
Lord God walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day: and Adam and his wife 
hid themselves from the presence of the 
ot God amongst the trees of the gar- 
en. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
Ye shall not surely die: 5 for God doth 
know that in the day ye eat thereof, then 
your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall 
be as *7God, knowing good and evil. 6 
And when the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, and that it was a de- 
light to the eyes, and that the tree was 
*to be desired to make one wise, she 
took of the fruit thereof, and did eat; 
and she gave also unto her husband with 
her, and he did eat. 7 And the eyes of 
them both were opened, and they knew 
that they were naked; and they sewed 
fig-leaves together, and made themselves 
*aprons. 8 And they heard the * voice 
of Jehovah God walking in the garden 
in the *cool of the day: and the man 
and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of Jehovah God amongst the 
trees of the garden. 
Or, all the trees. *Or, gods. 
®Or, desirable to look upon. * Or, 
girdles. "Or, sound. *Heb., wind. 





Ye shall not surely die: 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


‘Approach to the Lesson 


HE Bible opens with Paradise, and closes with 
Paradise. The first two chapters tell the glad 
story of an earth fresh from the Creator’s hand, 
all very good, and God in sweet fellowship with man 
in an Eden of delight with its tree of life of which 
‘man might freely eat. The last two chapters tell the 
glad story of the new heaven and the new earth, and 
God dwelling with man in a never-ending Paradise, 
with its tree of life abundantly supplying all the re- 
deemed. Between the two Edens is the saddest of all 
stories. But the chapter that tells of the Serpent and 
the sin tells also the beginning of the glad story of 
redemption, through the seed of the woman who was 
the occasion of the sin. Truly, where sin abounded, 
grace did abound more exceedingly. 


The Historical Setting 

The narrative in Genesis 2: 4-25, perfectly fitting 
into the creation account that precedes it, gives just 
the background needed for the understanding of the 
solemn and sad record of the entrance of sin into the 
human race. How long was. man on earth before it 
happened? No one knows. How long ago was man 
in Eden? No one knows with certainty, for we do 
not have the last word either in Bible chronology or in 
archeology. 


Verse by Verse 


Genesis 2: 15.—The Lord God. This name, Jehovah 
God, used first in Genesis 2:4, is not an indication 
of a new narrative, as the higher critics have foolishly 
argued, but an indication that the mighty God who 
created the heavens and earth is also the ‘covenant 
God, Jehovah, now seen in his personal relation with 
man. He took the man, and put him into the garden 
of Eden. When God takes a man, he puts him into 
a place of blessing. “Eden” indicates delight, or 
pleasure. God’s plan for man is a paradise of inex- 
pressible joy. To dress it and to keep it. God’s creation 
needs man’s work to guard it from destruction and to 
develop it. Delightful occupation was man’s lot be- 
fore the world was marred by sin. 


Verse 16.—Of every tree of the garden thou mayest 
freely eat. This is the first command. It is not a 
prohibition, but a bountiful provision of-a loving Father 
for man to enjoy richly the satisfying of every right 
desire. 


Verse 17.—But of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil. There was the tree of life, and this was the 
tree of death (Gen. 2:9). God planned that man 
should know only good. Since evil was in the universe, 
and since man was free to choose, there was in this 
sense a necessity that the tree should be in the garden. 
Thou shalt not eat of tt. A loving commaad. Par- 
taking of this tree would spoil the enjoyment of all the 
rest. In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die. The real death of separation from God 
came immediately. Physical death was postponed, and 
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eternal death was averted only through God’s redemp- 
tive provision. 

Genesis 3:1.—The serpent. Satan is not directly 
mentioned in all this narrative, but it is very evident 
that he was the tempter (2 Cor. 11:3; Rev. 12:9, 
15; 20:2). Some consider “serpent” (meaning en- 
chantment, or whispering, or shining) a direct name 
for Satan, and that he appeared as an angel of hight 
to the woman, not as an animal, But there is noth- 
ing unreasonable in supposing that Satan used an 
animal, even as his demons have power to enter ani- 
mals and men, and speak through them. Ancient Jew- 
ish tradition holds that the serpent originally stood 
upright; the marks of beauty appearing in some ser- 
pents today may originally have .been much enhanced. 
More -subtil than any beast of the field. A serpent 
has ever been the symbol for wisdom (Matt. 10:16), 
and for a subtlety that is dangerous and bad. It 
seems clear that Satan was wisest and greatest and 
brightest of all created beings, and that his wisdom 
was corrupted through pride and disobedience (Ezek. 
28: 1-19; Isa. 14: 12-20). 

Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of 
the garden? Very significant are the first words of 
the enemy, calling in question God’s word. This is 
his greatest weapon still, in dealing with men. So is 
it ever Satan’s plan to misrepresent the goodness of 
God, and have us think that God is a God of prohibi- 
tion who holds us back. from something good. 

Verse 2—We may eat of the fruit of the trees. The 
,woman put God's words in the right order, giving first 
his glorious provision. 

Verse 3.—God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, 
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. Some interpreters 
*consider that the woman is changing God’s word, and 
that this begins her fall; others consider that in the 
beginning she is steadfast, and that her quotation does 
not change the essential meaning of the command. 





Forbidden Fruit 
By Amos R. Wells 


"ESe tree is loaded with fragrances fair, shining, 
purple, and gold! What sweet allurement is 
rich in the air, winsome to seize and to hold! How 
it draws the eye, how it beckons the mind, what 
enchantment it spreads through the soul, and who 
but the stupid and who but the blind will avoid-so 
happy a goal? Ah, but the fruit is forbidden fruit, 
though fairest of all to the sight; and while forbidden, 
from summit to root, the tree isa tree of blight! 
For what the Lord has forbidden to eat, however 
delightful to see, is never healthful and never sweet, 
but deadly as deadly can be. Oh, the Lord is kind 
and the Lord is good, and the Lord is wonderful 
wise, and he heaps for his children’s joyful food, 
the best of the earth and the skies. For the feast 
of the body, the feast of the soul, for happiness 
boundle:s and blest, we have only to yield to our 
Father’s control, and safe in his providence rest. 
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Verse 4—VYe shall not surely die.. So the issue is 
clearly joined. God said, “Ye shall”; Satan said, “Ye 
shall not.” The issue of right and wrong is just as 
clearly marked. 


Verse 5.—Ye shall. be as gods, rather, “Ye shall be 
as God.” This was God’s plan for man: that he, 
created in the image of God, should be like God, The 
enemy is perverting the highest goal of man. Know- 
ing good and evil. Before Satan fell, there was noth- 
ing but good in the universe; evil came with disobe- 
dience to God. There are two ways of knowing evil, 
the way God knows it and the way Satan knows it, 
Man came to know evil, as Satan did, by bitter experi- 
ence. 


Verse 6.—And when the woman saw, The tempta- 
tion consisted in a threefold appeal. See Special 
Topics. She took of the fruit thereof, and did eat. It 
is reasonable to suppose that there was an actual tree, 
an actual fruit. But back -of the symbol of forbidden 
fruit there is the most ptofound revelation of eternal 
spiritual truth. She gave also unto her husband with 
her; and he did eat. “And Adam was not beguiled, 
but the woman being beguiled hath fallen into trans. 
gression” (1 Tim. 2:13, R. V.). The greater respon- 
hoon was with Adam, who deliberately chose to dis- 
obey. 

Verse 7.—The eyes of them both were opened. Thus 
had Satan predicted, but what a different opening! 
They knew that they were naked. Had Satan told 
the truth in verse 5 we should read, “They knew that 
they were as God.” But now they know that they 
are “wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked” (Rev. 3:17). They are now sinners — needing 
clothing, unrighteous — needing the garments of right- 
eousness. They sewed fig leaves together, and made 
themselves aprons. Man-made salvation would feign 
cover man-made sin. 


Verse 8.—The voice of the Lord God walking in the 
garden. The glory of paradise was the intimate fel- 
lowship with the living God. He communed with men. 
And now, knowing that they have sinned, and sep- 
arated themselves from him, he lovingly seeks them 
out. Adam and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the -Lord God. Instead of becoming as 
God, they cannot stand his holy presence. They are 
beginning to realize what death is, in contrast with the 
glorious life they once enjoyed. 


A Lesson Outline 
TEMPTATION, SIN, DEATH — AND THE SAVIOUR 
1. The Temptation 
(1) The outside Tempter. 
(2) The threefold inward appeal. 
(3) The immediate effects. 
2. The Sin and its Penalty, upon the Serpent, 
the woman, the man. 


3. The Saviour and the Conflict (Gen. 3:15; 1 
Pet. 2: 24). 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Temptation. Dr. Melvin Grove Kyle has defined 
temptation as “the incitement of a natural desire to go 
beyond the bound set by God,” and he succinctly sums 
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up man’s three desires as the desire (1) to enjoy 
things, (2) to get things, (3) to do things.1 Tempta- 
tion is not-sin, but giving way to these appeals leads 
to the sins of lust and covetousness and pride (1 John 
2:16). This was the threefold appeal to Eve (3:6). 
Our Lord met the same three temptations in the wil- 
derness, winning the victory through God’s Word, con- 
quering Satan in order that through -him- we might 
have the way of escape (1 Cor. 10:13). The secret 
of victory in temptation is clearly stated in 1 John 2: 
14-17. ; 

Man before and after the fall. Man was created in 
the image of God-in having a rational nature, or per- 
sonality, and in having a moral nature, or holiness. 
He was mature and perfect, but capable of unlimited 
development. He was free to choose, and therefore 
free to disobey God. Otherwise, he could not have 
developed as a human personality, capable of character 
and capable of loving fellowship with his Maker. 
Through the fall man lost his original righteousness, 
his nature -was polluted (evidenced by his shame), and 
he became subject to penalty (evidenced by his sense 
of guilt at the presence of God). For salvation, there- 
fore, man needs these three things, the paying of the 
penalty, the supplying of, perfect righteousness, and 
the making of his nature completely holy. These three 
things are provided through our Lord. Romans 5: 
12-21 makes very clear that when Adam sinned the 
whole human race sinned, and each human being is 
born with a corrupt nature, devoid of original right- 


eousness, and subject to the death penalty of sin. “Ye° 


must be born again.” 


Marriage and the Home. God’s pure and perfect 
plan for husband and wife are set forth in the very 
beginning (Matt. 19:8). She was a help, meet for 
him. The holiness of this natural relationship is in- 
dicated, and in this first revelation as in the later reve- 
lations the marvelous type of Christ and the Church 
are set forth (Eph. 5: 22-33). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


“Watch. and pray, that ye enter not into temptation.” 
This Golden Text is our Lord’s own appeal concern- 
ing temptation. We are in a battle, and the price of 
victory is eternal vigilance. 


Know that Satan is real, and resist him! Satan. is 
a-thousand times more subtle than we. He is our 
adversary, seeking whom he may devour (1 Pet. 5:8), 
transforming himself ifito an angel of light (2 Cor. 
II: 14), and we are not to be ignorant of his devices 
(2 Cor. 2:11). We resist him by faith, and by yield- 
ing to God (1 Pet. 5: 6-9; Jas. 4:7), counting on the 
power of Another, Satan’s conqueror. “Greater is he 
ete in you, than he that is in the world” (r John 
4:4). 

Believe and revere God’s Word! Sin entered the 
human race when man first doubted and disobeyed the 
word of God. Not to believe the Word of God is to 
believe Satan, who was a liar from the beginning. 


Men are lost. Let us sve them! Men are surely 
dead, and need eternal life. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truth 


. There are three trees: the tree of life, the tree of 
death, the tree on which the Saviour bore our sins, 
which is the tree of the curse that brings life out of 
death (Acts 5:30; 10:39; 1 Pet. 2:24). 


Satan’s great citadels today are not in the slums, 
but in professors’ chairs from which his question 
issues: “Yea, hath God said?” 


Neither the fig leaves nor the trees of the garden 
hid man from God, but God has a way of covering 
sin so that He will see it no more forever. 


“Where art thou?” was not the question of an angry 
judge coming to punish man (though judgment must 
indeed fall), but the heart-broken cry of a heavenly 
Father coming tc woo his children back to himself. 


The first word after man sinned was God’s word, 
as he lovingly sought his sinning creature: salvation 
must ever begin with God seeking man, not man seek- 
ing God. 

“The Devil is more subtle than any planning of ours 
can guard against; but he cannot outwit God. Jesus 
Christ was arid is and always will be more than a 
match for him.” (Trumbull, in “Messages for the 
Morning Watch — Devotional studies in Genesis.” ) 

CotumsrA, S. C. 





1This lesson may well be made the occasion for a vital 
study of the practical problem of temptation in the Chris- 
tian life. The following are some of the books that deal 
in a most helpful way with the subject: Temptation. By 
Philip E. Howard (Harper and Bros., New York, $1); How 
to Deal with Temptation. By Robert E. Speer (Association 
Press, New York, 10 cents each; 12 copies for $1); Help for 
the Tempted. By Amos R. Wells (International Society of 
Christian Endeavor, Boston, $1); Temptation. By Frederick 
P. Wood (National Young Life Campaign, London, E. C. 4, 
England, 1 shilling). Any of these books or pamphlets may 
be ordered from H. Trumbull Howard (conducting a book 
service for The Sunday School Times), 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia. Please add 10 percent for postage. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The City.—God took the man, and put him into the 
garden of Eden . to keep it (2:15). It may 
start’ something in “the 75 percent of -the Sunday- 
schools of 200enroliment or Jess,” but I :cannot help 
calling attention to the fact that God did not create 
a town and put a man in it “to dress it and to keep 
it.” Instead God made a garden and started his man 
amid flowers and fruits, with the pure sweet out-of- 
doors all around him, and the broad and_ beautiful 
sky over himk The herding and crowding in the city 
is man’s idea and not God’s. “Woe unto: them that 
join house to house” (Isa. 5:8). The word “fields” 
should be translated “building lots’! When there is 
famine or pestilence or trouble, nine times out of ten 
you can spell it, “c-i-t-y.” Coatesville is a steel city. 
Men work on tonnage. When business is good wages 
are high. So the man out at Goosetown and Sandy 
Hill, or some other cross roads hamlet among the 
farms, moves into town and on to Back Street. And 
“breaks his merlasses jug,” as Uncle Remus would 
say, especially if there are small children, and there 
usually are. Dirty streets with speeding traffic, as 
against broad meadows and gentle cattle, chanticleer, 
and old Dobbin for playmates. ' We are considering 
the beginnings of the deviltry known as sin. Have 
you noticed that the youthful criminals, the gunmen, 
the gangsters, are aimost entirely from where “house 
joins house,” a city product? It was the city of Jeru- 
salem that Jesus wept over, and not the Galilean 
‘country of his home. ~The great English authoress 
said she found the best life in America in the small 
places and not in the great cities (Luke 19: 41-44). 


“Why.”—Yea, hath God said (3:1). You can be 
sure his Satanic Majesty gave the sneer the proper 
inflection. In my pinfeather days at old Siwash I 
used to tease those who had a little home religion by 
asking, “Why did not God, who certainly knew Eve 
would be visited by Mr. Devil, put.a little more re- 
sistance in her backbone so the Devil could not make 
a monkey out of her and queer the whole great fam- 
ily of us?” “You'll know some day,” was the only 
comeback they had. Mr. Owen D. Young says that 
when at St. Lawrence University and working his way 
through, with most slender means, he wanted to jump 
from the Freshman to the Junior class, he told them 
he was pretty good in mathematics and he calculated 
this would carry him through. “Come to my class- 
room and I’ll examine you,” said the professor. When 
Young arrived the professor said, “I will put my 
questions here on the blackboard one at a time. When 
you have the answer come to my room across ‘the 
hall and tell me and I will put on the next one.” 
The first question he put on was this: “2 plus 2 equals 
4. Why?” Said Mr. Young, “I looked at that ques- 
tion for half an hour and then I went to the pro- 
fessor’s door and said, ‘Professor, I guess I don’t 
know as much about mathematics as I thought I did.’ ” 
Mr. Young went along “the whole four years with 
his class without knowing why two plus two equals 
four, but you fellows will please note he is the head 
of the great General Electric Company, whose machin- 
ery is making this great ship a delight to the SuNDAy 
ScHooL Times party and. the other less important 
(hem!) part of the live cargo. It is Satan’s principal 
job to throw doubt upon Ged’s Word with his ques- 
tioning sneer. He is doing it these days among cer- 
tain of the “clergy.” The “Yea-hath-God!” preachers 
are emptying their church pews and sending their 
men to the golf links and.the wide open spaces on 
rubber. Why should a man waste his time in a church, 
as the out-of-doors calls him, when he has finer essays 
on his bookshélves and an easy chair to lie back in 
as he reads?. Men are attracted to church to hear 
the Good News. 


Paradise Regained.—The serpent said unto the 
woman, Ye shall not surely die (v. 4). You may 
have heard this story. Adam and one of the boys 
were taking a walk one day, after fighting the thorns 
and-briars, and they came to a lovely garden. “Oh, 
Father, what a beautiful place!” cried little Seth. 
“To whom does it belong?” “We used to live there 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday Schoo! Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 





1. April 3.—God in Creation .......+0.+.. Genesis 1:1 to 2:97 
2. April 10.—How Sin Begins .......... Genesis 2:8 to 3:24 
3- April 17—The Call of Abram ............ Genesis 12: 1-9 
4. April 24.—Abram’s Generosity to Lot ........ Genesis 13 
5. May 1.—Isaac and His Wells ............ Genesis 26 : 12-25 
6. May 8.—Esaw Sells His Birthright (Temperance 

eee REEL CERICE Cee P OEY PET a eRe Genesis 25 : 27-34 
7. May 15.—Jacob at Bethel ..............0: Genesis 27 and 2& 
8. May 22.—Jacob and Esau Reconciled ....Genesis 32 and 33 
9. May 29.—Joseph the Dreamer ...... soveeee-Genesis 37 : I-11 
10. June 5.—Joseph the Worker ............ Genesis 39 to 41 


11. June 12.—Judah the True Brother. Genesis 44 : 18 to 45 : ts 
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ourselvem int RATS Adam. ‘“Why don’t we live 
there now??? pA ‘fie boy. “Your mother ate us 
out of house qb homme.” The value of this fanciful 
story to us is to impress the fact that “the serpent” 
is the same old Devil today and ail of us know more 
than one woman whom this Devil has deceived to 
“the eating of the family out of house and home,” 
plus a whole lot more. Scarcely a day but the news- 
paper tells us. Very often the apple can be labeled 
“keeping up with the Joneses” or “country club” or 
“extravagance” or “flirtation.” The Devil is the mas- 
ter of contradiction. He is busy telling us God really 
does not mean what he says. God says, “You cannot 
break one of my laws and escape the penalty” (Matt. 
7:27), and-this applies to the spiritual, physical, natu- 
ral, and political. If any proof is needed take a look 
at the godless families of the alcoholists, both on the 
“Main Line” and the “Back Street.” Go to the hos- 
pital for the incurables, and I don’t mean consumption 
and cancer. Go to the jails and let them show you 
“the chair.” All the prey of the diabolic devourer 
(1 Pet. 5:8). This same “serpent” has since Eve 
fooled Old Money Bags, Young Tippler, Dead Game 
Sport, Easy Money, Artful Dodger, and their several 
sisters, not omitting Lady Coke. All of these find 
themselves bag and baggage shut from the “Garden 
of Eden” of peace and plenty, happiness and content- 
ment, where God’s children are now meant to dwell. 
“I am come that they might have [joy, peace, plenty, 
happiness, contentment, which is] life, and that they 
might have it [joy, peace, plenty, happiness, content- 
ment — that’s living!] more abundantly” (John 10: 
10). “Paradise Regained,” as it were.” 
COATESVILLE, Pa. pa 


Object Talks from Science 


By Orville S. Walters 


Department of Physiology and Pharmacology 
University of Kansas 


Mr. Walters shares with Mrs. Low the lesson 
department “Teaching by Objects,” and furnishes 
frequent lesson illustrations from the field. of science. 
Mrs. Low’s valuable object lessons continue as here- 
tofore, alternating with Mr. Walters’ articles. 

Teachers using these simple science talks, as many 
will wish to do, should note the following: 


1. Most of the materials can be purchased at any 
large drug store. The other items can be readily 
obtained elsewhere. 


2. All experimental procedure should be tried be- 
fore presenting in public to insure familiarity with 
results, 

3» While -harmful substances have been used as 
seldom as possible, great caution should always be 
exercised in the handling of all materials. 

4. The applications drawn from each demonstra- 
tion are merely suggestive ideas, which will in nearly 
every case bear further expansion at the discretion 
of the user. 





MatTERIAL: Glass of water; lump of “carbide” 
the size of a large marble; 4 piece of rock or 
limestone resembling the lump of “carbide.” 











A MAN had in his employ two boys, one a Chris- 
tian and the other not. They were about the 
same age, and were much alike in ability and edu- 
cation. During several months of contact with the 
young mien, this question gradually formulated itself 
in the mind of their employer: How is the Chris- 
tian boy different from the one who is not a Chris- 
tian, since one is apparently as industrious as the 
other, as careful in his work, as generous, as courteous, 
as good-natured. Is there any real difference? 

Here are two lumps. One is a rock; the other is 
not a rock, but both appear to be rocks. How then 
can they be told apart? We can distinguish them 
by observing these lumps as the employer did his 
young men—under testing conditions, (First drop 
the stone into the glass of water, then after a pause, 
the carbide. It disintegrates with a violent evolution 
of acetylene gas.) 

As the employer watched the lives of the young men 
when subjected to severe moral test, he observed the 
one resist steadfastly, while the other gave way and 
yielded: to the evil which presented itself. The one 
increased in strength of character, while the other 
began a disintegration of moral worth which made the 
difference between the two increasingly apparent. The 
Christian may watch and pray that he enter not into 
temptation, while the man without the Christian’s re- 
source yields. 

Peter, after Pentecost, was a “rock” Christian. The 
Master is still wanting “rock Christians” whose char- 
acters will not dissolve away, though they be com- 
pletely immersed in temptation. 

LAWRENCE, Kans. 

ye 


The grace to do some special act of God’s will comes 
abundantly to him who has yielded himself to do all of 
pom will—James H. McConkey, in the Keswick Cal- 
endar, 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions 
is an unusual one, and accounts for their 
variety, stimulus, and searching charac- 
ter. They are written by several mem- 
bers of The Sunday School Times staff, — 
Mr. McQuilkin, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, 
and an Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. 
Lane. Have you tried assigning some of 
the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the fol- 
lowing issue? 


D ID Adam show high intelligence in nam- 
ing the animals, or was this simply 
the beginning of human speech as some 
argue? & 
2. How do we know that Eden was an 
actual, historical place? 


3. What absolute proof do we have that 
the story of Adam and Eve is not only true 
but is to be taken as actual history? 


4. By what two names is the Devil usually 
called in Scripture? What do they each 
mean, literally? 

5. What are some of the characters as- 
cribed to Satan in the Bible? 


6. WhatScripture reveals Satan’s place 
as a “dignitary” —though fallen, and his 
power even yet? Where is his “fall’’ men- 
tioned ? 


‘7. What Scripture reveals Satan’s meth- 
ods and power with even God’s children? 


.8. What reveals. Satan’s power most 
clearly in all Scripture? 


9. What was the difference between the 
temptation of man and the temptation of 
Satan and the angels? Does this have any 
bearing on why God planned to save men 
and not angels? 


10. How was the temptation of our first 
parents like the temptation of our Lord and 
m what way was it different? 

11. What other great series of temptations 
are described in the Word of .God, besides 
the temptation of our first parents in Gene- 
sis and the temptation of our Lord? 

12. What is the Shorter Catechism defi- 
nition of sin? 

13. What is there in greater volume in 
the world than sin? Give Scripture refer- 
ence. 

14. Compare the reign of sin with the 
reign of grace. Give Scripture. 

15. Where does God’s Word tell us plainly 
that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us 
from all sin? 

16. What are the conditions upon which 
we are cleansed of all sir? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the 
preceding week are given on. one of the later 
pages of this issue. 





The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the on text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Mlustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, thou 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 


Don’t You Know Where the Snags 
Are?—W atch and pray, that ye enter not | 
into temptation. (Golden Text). <A 
Yankee applied for- the vacant position of 
pilot on a Mississippi steamer. The boat 
was at New Orleans, and the Yankee 
said he thought he could give satisfac- | 
tion, providing they were lookin’ for a! 
man about his size and build. The owner | 
looked at the lank form and rugged face | 
of the applicant with some amusement, | 
and then said, “Your size and build will | 
do well enough, but do you know about | 
the river — where the snags are, and so} 
en?” “Well, I’m pretty well acquainted 
with the river,” drawled the Yankee, with 
eves fixed on the stick he was whittling, 
“but when you come to talkin’ -about 
snags, I don’t know exactly where they 
are.” “You don’t know where the snags 
are!” said the captain in a tone oi: dis- 
gust, “then how-do you expect to get 
a-position. as pilot on this boat?” “Well, | 
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sir,” said the Yankee, raising a pair of 
keen eyes from his whittling, and meet- 
ing his questioner’s gaze with a grin, “I 
may not just know where the snags are, 
but you can depend on me knowin’ where 
they ain’t, and that’s where I calculate 
to do my sailin’.,—Sent by William S. 
Bowden, New Albany, Ind. 


The Devil’s Honeyed Lie.—Ye shall 
not surely die (3:4). 

Older than “the old, old story’ — 

God's good news of grace and glory, — 

Is the Devil’s honeyed lie, 

“Sin, and you shall never die.” 

God's old Gospel’s ever new, 

So is Satan’s gospel, too; 

Every day he tells that ‘lie, 

“Sin, and you shall never die.” 
—From Record of Christian Work. Sent 
by B. M. Dobbin, Eskridge, Kan, 


Rose-Water Lectures.—Ye shall not 
surely die: ... ye shall be as gods, know- 
ing good and evil (vs. 4, 5). “Judge, 
why don’t you go to church any longer?” 
frankly asked a prominent minister of an 
eminent judge whom he had heard seldom 
if ever attended a church he had long 
been associated with. “I will tell you,” 
said the judge, who by the way was not 
a professing Christian. “My minister tells 
me that a man is not naturally sinful; 
that we are falling up, and not down, and 
coming out right in the end; and that 
really there is nothing to be saved from 
and no one to save us; that Jésus Christ 
was merely a good man whom it would 
be well to imitate. If this is so, it doesn’t 
seem to be worth while to go to the 
trouble of going to church for the ex- 
pense of keeping it up. So I let those 
who like that sort of rose-water lecture 
pay for it."—From The Expositor. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. 


Destroying the Likeness.—She took of 
the fruit (v. 6). Change a single line 
of a portrait, and you will destroy the 
likeness. So a single sin will destroy our 
likeness to God.—From The Expositor. 
Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y. 


All Wages Reduced Except —.—And 
I was afraid (v. 10). There is one em- 
ployer whose wage scale is never revised. 
We are hearing a good deal these days of 
reductions in the wages that prevailed 
during war times and following, as eco- 
nomic conditions begin to ‘simmer down 
toward the normal. It was no doubt with 
this idea in mind that a church in a large 
city put on its bulletin board the line: 





“There is no reduction in the wages of 
sin.”—From “5000 Best Modern I\lustra- 
tions,” by G. B. F. Hallock, D.D. Sent 
by Frank E, Atkins, Merchantville, N. J. 


Why the Answer Changed.— She gave 
me of the tree... . The serpent beguiled 
me (vs. 12, 13). -A minister was passing 
a certain farm one day, when he noticed 
a fine rick of hay, just finished and ready 
for thatching. He said to the farmer 
who was standing by, “That’s a very fine 
rick of hay. Who made it?” “I did,” 
said the farmer. “I made it.” A few 
weeks later the ‘minister had occasion 
to pass the farm again. To his aston- 
ishment he saw that the rick, through a 
heavy gale, had capsized and fallen to 
the ground. He went to the farmer, and 
condoled with him on his misfortune, and 
again asked, “Who made the rick?” 
“There were several of us,” was the re- 
piy. That’s it! When things go well, 
we are apt to say, “I did it’; but when 
they go wrong, we say, “There -were 
several of us."——From the Christian Her- 
ald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, 
Bacup, Eng. Prize illustration, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham 


OW lovely it all was in this beauti- 

ful garden God made for the f.-st 
man Adam and his wife Eve! How they 
must have loved to have God come and 
talk with them! How they would look 
at the beautiful tree of lifet How they 
would admire the lovely fruit on “the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil”! 
How they would speak of the first time 
God gave them to each other! I can 
imagine Eve saying to Adam, “Do you 
remember how God told you you could 
eat of all the fruit of the trees except 
this one?” Yes, children, right away 
in the beginning when God put them in 
the garden, he told them this. Listen, 
I can give you the very words God said 
to Adam and Eve in that Garden of 
Eden long ago. I know it’s wonderful. 
You listen. -God said, “Of every tree of 
the garden thou mayest freely eat: but 
of the tree of the knowledge of good «nd 
evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the 
day that thou eatest thereof. thou shalt 
surely die” (Gen. 2: 16, 17). Let us open 
our Bibles to see if I have quoted that 





Created in the 


Debased into 


the devil. 





THE 
MONSTER PAINTER’S 
~ MASTERPIECE 


image of God — ( 


-the likeness of Ih 4 
Vg 
Soave 


LS 





» N 


| 









MARCH 26, 1932 


right, as it is so important. You will 
see why as we go on with the lesson. 
Oh, the abundance God gave them! 

God made Adam to rule over all the 
animals, over all the fish, and the birds, 
and the fowls of the air. Every living 
thing that God had made, he was to rule 
over; but if he was to rule, he must learn 
to obey, so God told him that in one 
matter he was to obey God by not eating 
cf the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil. God told him of the punishment that 
would come if he disobeyed him: Surely 
Adam, after all the kindness that God had 
heaped. upon him, would just love to 
obey God always! Surely with all—the 
hundreds of different kinds of things to 
eat in the garden, Adam would not want 
to gri¢ve his God by disobeying him! 
What happened? Let us read it, for God 
has written it all down for us. 

Now, disobedience always brings sor- 
row and suffering. Never forget, sin and 
sorrow God has joined together, and you 
will never separate them. 

Adam and Eve tried to-hide from God 
among the trees. Oh, how foolish of 
them! Yet, that is what is happening 
today. Man is hiding from God, and 
God is seeking him. Give the scene in 
Bible words or quote from memory. How 
sadly God asks, “What is this that thou 
hast done?” This was how sin entered 
into. the world. Sin entered —it was 
not in God’s lovely earth when he made 
it. Man chose‘to sin. He fell in Para- 
dise where everything was lovely, and 
pure, and innocent, and good. Oh, chil- 
dren, how true God’s Word was! Every 
graveyard proves it. No one. believes 
Satan’s lie today—‘“Thou shalt not 
surely die.” -Explain to the children that 
man was lost through not believing God's 
word, and he is saved only through be- 
lieving it. 

Now once more the love of God comes 


serve it? No, but God still loved the 
man and the woman, so in love he sends 
them out of the Garden of Eden after 
he has told them that his own beloved 
Son would one day free them from the 
power of sin and death which they had 
brought into the world through disobey- 
ing him; for God now said that he must 
leave the garden “lest he put forth his 
hand, and take also of the tree of life, 
and eat, and live for ever.” How awful 
it would have been if Adam and Eve 
had- eaten of the tree of life and lived 
forever in-sin and with Satan! Have 
you disobeyed God? All sin is disobe- 
dience. God commands every one to re- 
pent and believe his Word and be saved. 
Have you? God has willed that every 
one shall be saved. The Devil has voted 
every one shall be lost. You decide by 


-| your own choice whether you will be 


saved or lost. Which is it to be? 
Norwicu, Ene. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
- Some Great Questions Answered - in 
} Genesis: 
2. What is sin? How did it begin? 
Can we “help” it? 

(1) The great tempter. 

(z) The one tempted. 

(3) The way out. 


« HY didn’t God make us so we 
cannot do wrong? Where did sin 
start? Can we help it when we are 
tempted?” In’such ways as these girls 
ask question No. 2 (above) which is both 
| aroused and answered in this Book of 
Beginnings —as nearly as we can re- 
ceive God’s answers, now. 
| (1) The lovely “scenery” for this old 
story — that “garden planted eastward in 
Eden” by Jehovah God himself — the 
very first garden, the Great Gardener, to- 
gether making man’s first home on this 
planet — what pity it is that so soon 
sin must enter into and defile this beau- 
tiful picture! So it was, so it still is, 
but so it ‘shall not ever be —and here 
lies the revelation from God himself. 
This tempter, “the serpent,’ who was 
i he? Personality was surely his, in this 








in to deal with Adam. Does Adam de- . 
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Lesson for April 10 


scene, disguised though he was in the 
sinuous form of that most subtle of all 
the beasts of the field. “How art thou 
fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the 
morning!” cries Isaiah (14:12, etc.), 
evidently referring to “Satan,” the Arch- 
angel of light, of whom our Lord him- 
self. said, “I beheld Satan as lightning 
fall from heaven” (Luke 10:18), whom 
we find arrayed against God in the éarliest 
history of our race (Job 1: 6-12, for. in- 
stance) and who at last shall be com- 
pletely conquered (Rev. 12:9). These 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Litile Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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are the only revealed facts concerning 
him to whom God had, evidently, given 
the same gift of choice, the same freedom 
of will which he gave this first “Tiving 
soul” Adam and his “helpmeet” Eve. 
With these, and others confirming them, 
we can answer our. girls’ questions, 
“Whence sin? Who is Satan?” and so 
on, as far as such questions may be an- 
swered, now. 


(2) And the one Satan first tempted 
to exercise this right of choice between 
good and evil‘against God — this “mother 
of all living” — what from her story will 
help your girls? They will see likeness 
to themselves in her, as must every 
daughter of Eve, as she first listened to 


Satan’s question, “Hath God ‘said . . .?” 
Put the emphasis where you will, “Hath 
God said ... ?”: (Are you sure God 


has said this?) or “Hath God said... ?” 
(Didn’t you just think this, yourself?) 
He was insinuating a doubt into the inno- 
cent mind of this woman, though she 
replied with positive statement that “God 
hath said”: exactly. the thing Satan was 
leading her to disobey. Doubt and then 
disobediénce —.are they not still the first 
steps in sin, no matter what tempting 
facts may be on the other side of our de- 
cisions? ~ Note Eve’s array of fine rea- 
sons why she should deliberately disobey 
God and eat this fruit! (Gen. 3:6.) Note 
also how she quickly persuaded Adam to 
eat with her, to test out Satan’s state- 
ments which plainly made God the liar — 
or himself! (Gen. 3:4, 5.) Nothing is 
so fruitful. as sin, in all this “multiplying” 
world! 


(3) The way out? 


“Can we help it 
when we are tempted? 


Are we to blame 


' when we sin, if there is such a tempter?” 


~“Ah—can your girls who have so lately 
studied our Saviour’s life need any other 
answer to that question than his vic- 
tories over this same tempter (Luke 4: 
1-13), and his promise of our victories in 
his faith and strength (Luke 22: 31-34; 
John 16:33; Eph. 6: 10-18). Complete 
this lesson by reading forward in this 
same third chapter of Genesis, to note 
that Eve’s “way out,” and Adam’s, was 
by looking forward to this same Saviour, 
who is first promised as the destroyer of 
Satan’s power (“head”) in Genesis 3: 
14, 15. 
Home Study 

Set’ down your own questions concern- 
ing sin—jits origin, nature, duration, 
power, and end—and see how far Gen- 
esis, chapters 3 and 4, answers them: for 
you will want to read on, in 4: 1-15, to 
find God’s command that we are to “rule 
over” sin. 


Decatur, Ga. 
ae 


Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


sie os answers to the following ques- 
tions will be found in the issue of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue Of CHRISTIAN YouTH, which is 
the weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CHRISTIAN YoutH ‘in the ‘hands of every 
member of: the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNpbay 
ScHoot TIMEs. 


If your class is not yet taking ‘the 
paper, you ‘can. try. it..for ten- weeks for 
ten cents, a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering “from The Sunday 
School ‘Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. What does Genesis 2 tell us as to 
the kind of place the Garden of Eden was? 

2. Was God's prohibition of the use of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil unreasonable? Why? 

3. What three doubts as to God’s char- 
acter did the serpent suggest to Eve? 

4. What truth was there in his. state- 
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a ae) Central American Mission, 


DID YOU KNOW 
THAT IN 1890 Dr. C. L SCOFIELD 


founded a Mission for the evangelization of Central America, and upon 
lines which he believed to be Bi 

towerd that end. Your Church, Sunday School, or Bible class ought to 
know about this work. Send for free literature and information. 


Dallas, Texas 














Darkest Russia 


Five-Year Gospel Pian | Soe eee 
THE POISON 


Fo® a dozen years millions of minds in Russia 
have been systematically and incessantly 
poisoned by the deadliest poison ever manu- 
factured in hell; among these millions are 
numberless boys and girls, who have been 
directly taught and indirectly influenced to be- 
lieve that there is no God, and that one has 
never existed. If the bodies of these millions 
of Russian children had been destroyed, it 
would not be one-millionth part so terrible as 
the annihilation of their faith in God. 

To carry on this work of spiritual destruction 
more effectually, the bolsheviks of Russia have 
started on their five-year plan, at the end of 
which not a church is to be left open, and not 
a Bible-to be found anywhere within Soviet 














1? This Mission continues to labor 





borders, 


THE ANTIDOTE | 


“*T will not let them pollute MAHoly Name a Hae ign nd 


the nations shall know that [am the Lord.”’ 


But, praise God, ‘there is an antidote to 
this terrible poison! There is a way to frus- 
trate a great deal of the effects of this god- 
less propaganda. ‘This is by an energetic, 
systematic spreading of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. To reach the necessary results, there 
must be a uniting of all Christian forces. 
When the bolsheviks have found it neces- 
sary to call upon all the godless proletariat 
to unite in their attack upon Heaven—thus 
also the forces of Christ must unite in a 
counter-attack upon Hell. 


We cannot effectively offset this godless 
and systematic attack by any half-hearted 
individual attempt, a little here and a little 
there. 


All followers of Jesus Christ must also 
join, forces as never before in the history of 
Christianity. 


* We have therefore launched our /ive- 
Year Gospel Plan as an antidote against 
the powers of Hell. 


This is one of the most fruitful soul win- 
ning mission fields in the world today. The 
Enemy knows that and therefore has poured 
out his poisonous infidelity. ‘The battle is 
between the Cross of Carist and. the Com- 
munism of Marx. All thosé who have been 
redeemed by the precious blood of Jesus 
should hasten to ourhelp to give. the Gospel 
to the Russian people. No; time, must be 
lost. The hosts of the godless are working 
overtime to destroy faith i in God. Let us 
pray and unite in a mighty effort to rescue 
the perishing. 


CANADIAN BOARD OF THE RUSSIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


Home Director—--REV. M. pe LestER 

Chairman--REV. JOHN LINTO 

Vice-Chairmen— ag . A. NISBET. * A. 
Vv. W. J. H. BROWN 


All gifts for our sbi! Plan can he sent to: THE RUSSIAN MISSIONARY | SOCIETY, 
Grove, Toronto, Ont., Canada, or to the RUSSIAN FAITH MISSION, 7231 


241 In 
N. Stanley Avenue, Los Angeles, Calif. 


Every donor will receive our illustrated monthly magazine, THE FRIEND OF 
This magazine gives first hand information about the 


MISSIONS free for one year. 
work in Soviet Russia and other lands. 


On behalf of the international Financial Board of the uscien Missionary Society 
and the Russian Faith Miss 


gi 4elas mae Treasurer-in-Chiet 
Secretary 


WILLIAM FETLER 
General Director 
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Ours is the oldest and first missionary 
society organized for the evangelization of 
the Russian people and has been used of 
God in a most wonderful way in Soviet 
Russia, Poland, Latvia and among the Rus- 
sian refugees, One of our missionaries 
alone, Brother Aristarchus, in Soviet Russia, _ 
baptized 465 converts during three months, 
in spite of oppression and persecution. This 
missionary is being eg tess by the High 
Park Baptist Church of Toronto, of which 
our Chairman, Rev. John Linton, is the 
pastor. This church, encouraged by the 
great blessing accompanying the mission- 
ary labors of their first missionary, has just 
decided to support a second. ‘Ihis sets a 
fine example for others to follow. We in- 
vite many other churches, Sunday Schools, 
Bible Classes and individual Christians to 
undertake the support of a missionary sub- 
stitute on the Russian Mission field. Cer- 
tainly, this is one of the best investments 
for time and eternity, gor the very best 
dividends, which mot nd rust cannot 
corrupt, and which will ont depreciate on 
account of depression. Oh, people of God, 
let us work while it is day, for night cometh 
when no one is able to work ! 

$60 monthly is ded to support a 
missionary, and $35 to support a single mis- 
sionary, and a Bible colperteur for $20 
monthly. 

Only $10 monthly is ded to rt 
ene of our orphans. Would you not like to 
** adopt” one or more of these orphan chil. 
dren for a year? 


ook a dt 








Treasurer—- WALTER T. CLARK, M. we 


Sec —REV. J. F. HOLLIDAY 
REV. J.H.DYKE REV.H. W W. DART 
REV. J. F. ANDERSG 


J. MILES, General. 
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“Take D-I-E out of Depression 
and you have PRESS ( ON” 


Keep Church and School filled 


with cheer and power. 
Hearty Singing will do it. 
SLASH! GO PRICES 
HYMNS OF re Seg (new) 


All the name implies. Selections. 
Bristol india 15 the 
Cloth Binding” $232" hntted 
CHRISTIAN Peden ae ood pel 


A = 
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The finest “ ALL PURPOSE” book. 
360 selections 330 ee hanes 
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Just off the Press 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
IN ACTION 
By CLARENCE H. BENSON 


Director of the Christian Education Course of 
the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago; 
Secretary of the Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association 


COMPLETE EDITION OF 20 
CHAPTERS 
In addition to clear and concise chapters on the history, 


organization, administration, standards, extension, training, 
accomplishments, and evangelism, valesiile tndomns information and 





ing a standard text upon all matters pertaining to 
the Sunday School. 


Mlustrated with drawings and charts, 
336 pages, bound in cloth, $1.75 


FREE: If you are interested or know others 
concerned, cant foe ven dueiiee eccihintie Te. ‘ 
Benson's article, “* How to Organize and Conduct 
Teacher Training Classes.’” 


The Bible Institute Colportage Ass’n 


837 North Wells St. Chicago 





OXFORD 
PULPIT 
BIBLES 





Nore is more appropriate 

as a memorial of a loved one, 

or appreciated so much by the 

church and pastor, as a beautiful 
OXFORD PULPIT BIBLE. 

Handsomely bound, printed on paper 

oe 7, strong and easy to turn, in clear, 

ible type. Oxford editions are pre- 

all who are looking for lasting 

fis med emarkably moderate in price, too. 


Appropriate lettering in gold at a small 
additional charge. 


Send for our new 
descriptive circular 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
114 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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ment that if she ate of the tree her eyes 
would be opened ? 


5. What difference did sin and disobe- 
dience make in the relation between Adam 
and Eve and God? 


6. What help has God given us to en- 
able us to resist temptation? 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee beyond any words of ours 
for thy redeeming love. In pride and disobe- 
dience how desperate would have been man’s 
condition if thou hadst dealt with us in final 
condemnation, with no provision by which 
we might be saved from the wages of sin! 
Defend us we pray thee from the desire to 
have our own way in disregard of thy will 
for us. Purify us from pride, and the exal- 
tation of self, and may we yield fully to the 
constraining love, wherewith thou would keep 
us in the very. center of thy will and pur- 
poses. We ask this in the name of our Sin 
Bearer, the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Have you ever 
doubted God,—his loye, his power, his 
care? Some are doubting him now. 
Things are going hard with them. Does 
God really care? Does he pay attention 
to you and to me? After all, does it 
matter very much whether we obey him 
or not? Well, Adam and Eve found out. 
It mattered to them. Yes, and to man- 
kind since then. Pride, disobedience, 
doubt, — what a host of troubles down 
deep in the heart of man these sins have 
brought! Sin is always a trouble maker, 
a robber, a destroyer. And Satan, the 
father of lies, is busy, very busy all 
around us. Yes, and trying to fool us 
into distrusting God! How glad : we 
should be that in Christ is victory over 
this deceiving destroyer, Do you know 
what it is to look to the Lord for vic- 
tory over the tricks of Satan? Oh, let 
us commit ourselves to our loving, vic- 
torious Lord to keep us and sustain us 
in all our ways! Let us pray. 





TEMPTED THROUGH SATAN 


EEP IN OUBT 
ISOBEDIENCE 
ELIVERED “FROM LAESPAIR 


TRIUMPHANT THROUGH CHRIST 











Lesson Hymns 
“I Will Sing the Wondrous Story.” 
“Only Trust Him.” 
“Saved By the Blood.” 
“‘Why Not Now?” 
“Saved, Saved!”’ 
“Transformed.” 


e4 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Beginnings. 

Discussion: Have a little drill, letting 
the fellows see what large things, ob- 
jects, events having small beginnings, 
they can name, 


Objective: To stop sin in its incipiency. 











AY, fellows, have you ever looked 
upon some great catastrophe and won- 
dered how it began? At this writing, a 
wide area in the: Cotton Belt is under 
water. Cattle and much property have 
been destroyed. The Red Cross reports 
fifty-seven thousand people have heen 
rendered homeless by the flood; many 
marooned in remote places, without suffi- 
cient food, and in actual peril of their 
lives. How did it begin? Raindrops. 
Have you ever watched a_ raindrop, 
lodged. near the top of the window sash; 
how, directly, a near-by drop joins it 
and together they move a little bit down- 
ward; then they pick up a third drop 
and move faster and faster, joining with 
others, until there is a swiftly racing 
streamlet dashing on the bottom of the 
sash? There is the beginning of a flood. 
Sin has never changed since its begin- 





ning that fateful day in the beautiful gar- 
den, It begins so “seemingly” small. 
What harm to take just a bite of forbid- 
den fruit? There is plenty of other deli- 
cious fruit, but this is attractive because 
it is forbidden. Eve knew it would be 
disobeying God to eat it... She told the 
serpent so. But the serpent was so en- 
gaging. You know, fellows, he was not 
a snake then; he was a very beautiful 
and attractive personality, into which 
Satan had transformed himself. Paul 
speaks of him as “an angel of light” (2 
Cor. 11:14). This subtle beast which 
Satan used to tempt Eve was afterward 
condemned by the Lord to crawl upon the 
ground, as a snake, in punishment for 
its part in that same temptation (Gen. 3: 
14). And he was so plausible! So agree- 
able, at first! His first recorded word 
to Eve was “Yea.” There is a show of 
agreement; very subtle in an argument; 
throws the opponent off his guard. The 
serpent was wise in that. It worked; 
and having gained her interested atten- 
tion, his next word to Eve was “hath.” 
He sows the seed of doubt. . “Hath God 
said?” Get his prospect to doubting God’s 
word, and he has made a big advance. 
The unhappiest and weakest~ Christians 
today — and those who have fallen away 
in destructive sin — are those who allowed 
first a doubt of God’s Word to be enter- 
tained; for sooner or later that is fol- 
lowed- by complete wreck of faith, which 
is fatal. Satan knew this, so in talking 
through the serpent to Eve, his next 
statement was a direct contradiction of 
God’s word: “Ye shall not surely die: 
for God doth know .. .” So Eve fell 
for it, “And when the woman saw that 
the tree was good for food, and that. it 
was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be 
desired to make: one wise, she took of the 
fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also 
unto her husband with her; and he did 
eat” (Gen. 3:6). 

Here’s a Caitiieg fact about sin, fel- 
lows, and at the same time it ought to be 
helpful to us to know it: No sinful act 
is committed, but what it is first -visual- 
ized — imagined — pictured in the mind 
of the sinner. The premeditation may be 
of short duration, possibly only a second, 
but it is there; and with it, in plenty of 
time, is also the warning to “stop!” God 
has so delicately adjusted the conscience 
that it acts simultaneously with the. first 
evil impulse. We increase the strength 
and efficiency of that guarding conscience 
by heeding its warnings. We weaken it 
by disregarding it. Dr. Alexander Whyte 
says Esau sold his birthright many times 
- his heart_before Jacob bought ‘it of 

im. 

£ sometimes wonder what Eve would 
have done if she had seen the vast pano- 
rama of generations lost in sin, as a re- 
sult of her, taking “just that one little 
bite of forbidden fruit.” Would she have 
yielded? Yes, doubtless she would, be- 
cause however small the “bite” it was dis- 
obedience to the clearly revealed will of 
God; and when one consents to that: in 
any degree, there is no limit to which 
they will not go. 

What then, fellows, shall we do with 
this mighty thing of sin that has come 
to inject itself, through temptation, into 
our daily experience? Answer: shun it; 
flee from it; blot it off the screen of 
the imagination before it has a chance 
to work out into an act. Turn your face 
toward Jesus Christ and he will erase 
it for you, putting his own spirit and 
thought there, instead. Now read 1 Cor- 
inthians 10: 13. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of April 10) 


1. Genesis records (1). the beginning of 
the heavens and earth; (2) the beginnin 
of plant, animal, and human life; and (3) 
the beginning of all human institutions and 
relationships. (Scofield.) 


2. The Gospel of John is the “Genesis” 
of the New Testament. Both Genesis and 
John open with the same three words, “In 
the’ beginning.” Genesis says “God”; John 
says “the Word,” —in a very yea sense 
these are identical terms. Genesis says, 
“Let there be light”; John says, “In him 
was life; and the life was the light of men.” 
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PROPHECY 


Monthly Handbook of Cur- 
rent Events and Prophecy 
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Dr, Lamb, Editor Advent Herald, says: 
“ Most attractive and inspiring 


Dr. Banks, Editor Christ Life Maga- 
zine: “You are an adept in a great 
art — condensation.” 


Recommended by Dr. W. P. White, 
Pres. Bible iaxitate of Los Angeles, to 
members So. Calif. oie: Acegmaae: Ass'n. 


$1 Tour faeld Dime for One 
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Soap for daily use. 
- Ointment toheal skinirritations. 
Taleunmn ideal after bathing. 
Price 25c. each. Sample free. 
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Genesis says, “God created the heaven and 
the earth’; John says, “All things were 
made by him; and without him was not any 
at: made that ae made.” 


“It was so,” and “it was good” occur 
sais six times, in rhythmical repetition, al- 
ternating like chords of | music and closing 
with the thirteenth time, “it was very good.” 


4. There is a close relation between the 
two halves of the six “days.” Note one 
with four; two with five; three with six; 
the seventh a sort of closing chord to this 
harmony of the spheres and of our own 
sphere. 


Only three times does “created” appear, 
— She translation of a very different Hebrew 
word from the one translated ‘“‘made.” These 
three “created-s” are 1:1, 21, 27, the 
verses that record the three entirely distinct 
orders of creation, — (1) inanimate things; 
(2) animal life; and (3) human life; and 
in this last case this verb is used ‘three 
times, as' if for very emphasis. Each was 
a new creation, a new beginning, not taking 
sue from another, and differing only in 
orm. 


6. Genesis 2 3 records that God rested 
on the seven an from ‘ ‘all his work which 
God had created and made,” —two distinct 
parts of his work evidently. 


7. The account of God’s creation: of 
heaven Brae, earth does not close with Gene- 
sis 1: 31, but rather with 2:3; where be- 
gins the "record of certain details of this 
creation not given in the first great bare 
outline of it. This is a feature_of Moses’ 
style of writing, noticed repeatedly through- 
out the Pentateuch,—to set out the few 
basic facts in simple outline, and then clothe 
pis skeleton, with vivid details in narrative 
orm. 


8. Man was created, not evolved. . This is 
(1) expressly declared, and the declaration 
is confirmed by Christ (Matt. 19:4; Mark 
10:6); (2) “an enormous gulf,-a diver- 
gence practically infinite” (Huxley) between 
the lowest man and the highest beast, con- 
firms it; (3) the highest beast has no trace 
of God-consciousness, the religious nature; 
(4) science and discovery have done noth- 
ing to bridge that “gulf.” (Scofield.) 

“Let them have dominion over >. ers 
the ‘earth . . . and subdue it” (Gen. 
28). 

to. “Elohim” is plural; the “Spirit of 
God’’-is definitely mentioned; “Let us make 
man,” shows divine consultation. 

11. Is he not also a trinity, — 
(or mind), and spirit? 

12. God’s pronouncement that everything 
he had made was “very good.” 


body, soul 


Not an angel, but Jehovah bids us this 
day commit our works to Him (Prov. 
16:3). It is not approving the idea, nor 
thinking about it, nor even asking him to 
take them, that is commanded, but com- 
mitting them: a definite act of soul, a real 
transaction with our Lord —Frances Rid- 
ley Havergal, in the Keswick Calendar. - 
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ings were opportunities for observing to- 
gether the Lord’s Supper, in obedience to 


his command to thus show forth his death 

THE WAY OF A MAN until his coming again. And so we find 

in the Epistles that believers are urged 

WITH A MAID not to forsake the assembling of them- 

selves together, as the manner of some is 
By Clarence E. Macartney (Heb. 10: 25; Eph. é : 19). 


A remarkable presentation of the To the Christians therefore, the Lord’s 
right relationships that should exist be- || Day should be, not a matter of obedience 
tween men and women, with a study || to hard and fast rules, but rather a wel- 
of the Biblical ‘teaching on this sub- || come time of privilege, when the ordinary 


‘ : ; : duties and work may be laid aside and 

ject, as illustrated in the experiences || time may be given to worship, and praise, 

of some of the least as well as best- || and prayer, instruction in Christian 

known Bible characters. ‘|| things, and to helpful Christian service. 
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“This is a book which will make lovers and iy ars ° 

- sweethearts look upon each other with higher opportumities for such Christian exercise, 

‘ wonpoct oo will cause wires Sod hushands = and earnest Christians will want to sup- 

ther nm more. ook that can be ’ 

Greclated frosty anil put in the hands of any port the chureh on the Lord's Day, not 

one.” — Revelation. so much from a sense of obligation, al- 

though that is certainly there, but rather 

176 pages, $1.50 that they may enjoy its Christian priv- 

COKESBURY PRESS ileges. 
NASHVILLE . we 
Order NOW At Your Bookstore We are all familiar of course with the : 


old, threadbare argument that we can 
worship God under the open sky just 
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means everything 
»*eto THEM 


Sa fety firs G Safety is one of the many sat- 
Seumapmertmencceenenne 


factory features possessed 
by the annuity agreements issued by the American 
Bible Society. Instituted in 1816 this organization has 
for over eighty years been issuing annuity agreements 
and has never missed a single payment. Many testimonials 
similar to those below have been received expressing great 
satisfaction in the freedom from anxiety made possible by 
the safe character of the Society’s annuities. 


N The safety feature of an American 

afet plus Bible Society annuity agreement is 
further enhanced by the assurance that on through the years 
it will continue to do good. Great satisfaction comes to the 
Christian in knowing that because of his annuity the com- 
fort, the counsel and the challenge of the Scriptures wil] 
be distributed across the earth through the service of the 
American Bible Society. 
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“New” S. S. LAPLAND to 


BERMUDA 


Even though excitement will run 
high at the shuffleboard tourna- 
ment — the peace and restfulness 
of the famous S. S. Lapland may 
lull you to sleep as she glides 
through the calm blue waters of 
the Gulf Stream. Your kind of a good time has 
been arranged from June 6 to 10. The famous 
S$. S. Lapland will be filled with Christian people 
from all over America. We will cruise to Ber- 
muda during the most glorious month of the year. 
Yet the cost has been reduced to a minimum. 
Splendid accommodations are available for as little 
as $48. More than half the ship is priced at $60 
er less. Write today for full particulars — now 


before you forget. 
VEL IN OF 
vy BIBLE RESEARCH 


RED STAR LINE 
(International Mercantile 
Marine Co.) 156 Fifth Ave.. Dept. 102 
. 102, N.Y.C. New York City | 
; Nursery 
more interesting . . . and 
better attended . . . . 
LOUISE M. OGLEVRE has prepared 
two courses for the Nursery Depart- 
ment or Cradle Roll Class of the 
Sunday School. Complete, com- 
_— prehensive, and intensely interest- 
ing, they are used in thousands of 
schools everywhere. Each course 


consists of ‘Teacher's Text Book ; 
a set of 52 picture papers for the 
























e child ; and beautifully printed, full 
‘ color pictures for classroom in- 
‘ struction. 


Send for this 
FREE BOOK 


in which Livure A. Faris 
tells how to conduct a 
successful Nursery De- 
partment, giving a wealth 
of helpfuk suggestions. 
Contains actual samples 
of the picture papers 
specimen lessons, an 
full description of neces- 
sary Nursery_ Depart- 
ment supplies. You need 
this book. Send for it 
today. You can have a 
successful Nursery Class 
with Standard Courses, 
Address 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO 
Dept. SS-326 
Sth & Cutter Sts, | CINCINNATI, OHIO 




















































We’ll show you how to have in- 
door plants Bud and Bloom the 
whoie winter through — While 
They're in the/Window! The in- 
formation is Free! Nothing to 
pay! Just mention this paper — 
that’s all! This Notice Will Not 
Appear Again so —if you wish to 
have cheerful window garden- 
ing .... write at once! 


R. W. LENOX FLORICULTURE CO. 
Dept. 2, No.3 E. 14th St., cubes 








Here’s a golden opoertantiy to make 
ge a permanent, prof- 
. Connect with a trust- 
an ~— managed company. Sella 
product that repeats ramidty and pays a 
splendid profit TO YOU! Write at once 
for exclusive territory ! 
AMAZUL PRODUCTS CO., P. 0. Box 3464, Dept. N 
Statien 0, Philadelphia, Pa. 









When oa advertisements, please 
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Sunday movies would be but an entering 
wedge for a thousand and one other activ- 
ities. 

oe 


On the other hand, no Christian can 
formulate for another what his or her 
activities are to be on the Lord’s Day. 
There are few who will see any harm in 
taking a walk in the park or ‘along the 
country road on the Lord’s Day, pro- 
viding one does not neglect Christian 
duties or activities in order to do so. 
There are many sincere and earnest 
Christians who see no wrong in driving 
their cars on the Lord’s Day, 

But just how far such things may go 
each individual Christian must decide, as 
he asks God definitely to show him what 
his will is. There are many things that 
for a Christian may not necessarily be 
wrong, and yet are not expedient. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





( For Family Worship 
\ By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


(Dr. Banks’ address is 423 Bessemer Build- 
ing, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 


April 4 to 10 
Mon.—Genesis 3:1-12. How Sin Begins. 

This chapter describes the Fall. Satan 
is lying about the fact of it to our gen- 
eration, as deceitfully as he lied to’ our 
first parents in order to bring it about. 
“Hath God said?” he asks. “No,” says 
the Modernist; “the story of Adam and 
Eve is a myth.” No history ever so 
tragically repeats itself as this of the 
Fall. To his inculcation of doubt, Satan 
adds his lie, “Ye shall not surely die.” 
This record of man’s fall refutes the false 
optimism of evolution, and is the only 
explanation of the universality of the sin 
taint in the whole human race. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
coming summer work of the Canadian 
Sunday School Mission; that it may be 
vigorously pressed forward into Saskatch- 
ewan and Northwest Ontario especially; 
for the deputation work on the part of 
the Superintendent, the Rev. J. L. Hunter 
(Room 407, 366 Bay Street, Toronto, 
Can.). 

Tues.—Galatians 6 : 1-10. Sowing and Reaping. 

The flesh in Scripture means some- 
times the body ard sometimes “the old 
man,” the Adamic nature. The flesh is 
the sphere of sin, but the body is to be 
the temple of the Holy Ghost. The body 
which is kept clean for the Spirit’s in- 
dwelling and overflow into a desert world 
will eventually reap resurrection glory 
(1 Cor. 15:50, 55). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
twenty men and women from the two 
branches of the Bible School of the Bel- 
gian Gospel Mission, working in Belgium; 
for three hundred thousand tracts. in 
Flemish and sixty thousand in French re- 
cently off the press; for the directors, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton (Dr. 
Charles G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 323 N. 
Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa.). 
Wed.—James 1 : 12-18. Temptation from Lusts. 

“The will that yields to desire, in so 
doing engenders evil. And as from that 
fatal embrace, there comes first the con- 
ception and then the birth of sin. But sin 
also grows; it has its infancy of purpose 
and its maturity of act; and so the par- 
able is continued. Sin in its turn grows 
up, and, by its union with the will, be- 
comes the mother of a yet more terrible 
offspring, and that offspring is Death, 
the loss of the true life of the soul.”— 
E. H. Plumptre, D.D. 


Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for the 
Ganado Mission to the Navajos (Board 
of National Missions, Presbyterian 
Church, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 
City); for the forty-five thousand Navajo 
Indians; Dr. Clarence G. Salsbury and all 
other workers; for the supply of all needs. 
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Thurs.—1 Timothy 6 : 1-10, 
Temptation from Covetousness. 
“Supposing godliness to be a means of 
gain” (v. 5) is a modern curse, There 
is all too much just complaint of “over- 
head” in the way of big salaries in mis- 
sionary and other Christian enterprises. 
It,is enough to have food, raiment, and 
roof, and if we have truly sought first 
the kingdom, these are guaranteed to us, 
by our providing heavenly Father, 


PRAYER SuGGESTION: Pray for perma- 
nent headquarters for a recently. formed 
Pittsburgh prayer fellowship, where tt can 
have rooms continuously available for 
prayer, and accommodations for visiting 
missionaries and Bible teachers. 
Fri.—Ephesians 6 : 10-20. Resisting Temptation. 

With his chain clanking against that 
of the Roman soldier, Paul may well find 
a useful metaphor here. Our clinching 
and breaking away, and at it again (v. 
12) in the evil day (v. 13), that is, per- 
petually, throughout this life, is not 
against sneering, scornful, insulting, 
cheating, raging, soft-speaking, enticing, 
tempting men or women — it is so hard 
not to forget this — but against very real 
foes in the unseen world. The human 
enemies are but agents of the kingdom of 
Satan. But the Lord himself is all of 
this armor, and we have a wireless to the 
Throne, too (v. 18). So we can always 
count on victory. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Union of Churches of Christ preaching 
the Gospel in Poland, White Russia, 
Ukrainia, and Galicia (156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City); for Dr. K. J. Jaro- 
ssewics, now in this country; for the 
hundred and thirty-four native workers, 
including eighty-two pastors and misston- 
aries; for the three hundred and ten con- 
verts of last year; for village evangelism; 
for the supply. of all needs. 

Sat.—Hebrews 2: 13-18. Christ Our Helper. 

Eve’s temptation was threefold. “The 
tree was good for food” — the appeal to 
the bodily appetite; “it was pleasant to 
the eyes’ —the appeal to the emotions, 
seated in the soul; it was “to be desired 
to make one wise” —the appeal to the 
human spirit (cf. 1 Cor. 2:11) the part 
of us made in the image of God. Our 
Lord was tempted in the same manner. 
To make the stones bread—the appeal 
to the body; to cast himself down—a 
challenge to his emotional nature ; to wor- 
ship Satan—an appeal to-his_ spirit. 
Tempted thus along every line that we 
are tempted, He knows how to sympathize 
and help. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for an old 
drunkard transformed in the Union Gos- 
pel Mission, 3 North.Third Street, Port- 
land, Ore., the Rev. Esra S. Gerig, Super- 
intendent. -For all whose lives were 


transformed here during the past year;- 


that God may greatly bless the work this 
year and supply all needs; pray for the 
Pacific Garden Mission in Chicago; the 
Jerry McAuley Mission in New York 
City, and for all such missions every- 
where, 
Sun.—Psalm 1. 
The Blessedness of the Righteous. 

“We are, at the very beginning of the 
Psalms, introduced to two Persons in con- 
flict, Christ and Antichrist. The portraits 
of the ‘Blessed Man’ and the ‘Ungodly 
One’ are here before us... . . In verse 6, 
in which we find a deduction and reach 
a conclusion, we find these words, ‘the 
Lord knoweth the way of the righteous.’ 
This is no product of the flesh, this is 
the work of the Spirit. .. . It is not diffi- 
cult to recognize in the face of Jesus 
Christ this ‘Blessed Man.’ He alone fits 
its frame, fills its features and finishes 
it to the full!”"—W. Leon Tucker, in 
“The Preface Psalm’ (The Book. Stall, 
Chicago, 25 cents). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the for- 
ward movement planned by the Latin 
American Evangelization Campaign (C. 


NE. Mason, chairman, 93 Worth Street, 


New York City); for Mr. Strachan’s 
deputation work in United States and 
Canada this spring (Miss F. M. Pruitt, 
1213 North Franklin Street, Philadelphia, 
Pa.); for the nine students graduated 
from the Bible Institute last year at San 
Jose, Costa Rica; for the Latin Ameri- 
can Evangelist, organ of the Mission. 
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The Bible Expositor 


and Illuminator 


The ‘Bible Expositor and Illumina- 
tor’’ following the Int. Uniform S. S. Les- 
son Topics, is undoubtedly the fullest and 
most ee Quarterly published. 160 
pages. It is strictly sound in doctrine 
undamentally. 


Price: Single copy, 30c. 
Per Year, $1.00 
If unsatisfactory after 30 days trial, 
money will be refunded on receipt of 
Quarterly... Sample Lesson on Application. 
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HUNTINGDON, PA. 
Christian - Accredited - Coeducational 
College courses in Acts, Science, Education, 
Music, Fiome F. Ke ceand Finance. 
Summer courses also in the beautiful moun- 
tain environment of the Blue Juniata. 
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The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
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